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Only the Scott HYDRO-PAK Gives You: wy 







Full-face mask * Water ejector button 


The famous Scott Demand Air Regulator * Deluxe harness & back plate assembly 
Easy disassembly of regulator without tools for fe 
cleaning and inspection 


Single, rugged breathing hose recentl 
definite 


Air regulators ideally located on mask Foolproof Scott air reserve control 


Air “Econo-miser” World's safest, most comfortable underwater unit ’ 
kE , ‘ . =e time — 
Economical, coast-to-coast air recharging facilities 
ESTABLISHED IM 1932 | Best of 
See why the Scott HY DRO-PAK is acclaimed the world's finest of air 
underwater breathing unit! greatest 
because 
a 


FOR SAFETY~ FOR SERVICE SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 
8301 Erie Street 
LANCASTER, NEW YORK 


9 C TT C W ithout obligation to me, please send your Deluxe Hydro-Pak 
N 






i301 Erie Street Lancaster, New York POR ce ee VE ri ee ae 








| Best of all... with the Cressi Delfino you get the maximum volume 
| of air required because of the large 4” diameter tube that insures your 





/ 6 tlbsiny presents for the first time in the Western Hemisphere the 


“PINOCCHIO» 


PATENTED ® 


mask for skin divers and underwater 
sportsmen — the most important de- 
velopment in the history of the sport — 


originated and developed by GENOA, ITALY 


ee 








Tested and approved by Gustav Dalla Valle, one of the world’s foremost 
skin diving authorities. Used exclusively by Roghi Gianni and Jannuzzi 


Ruggero, 1954 European and Italian spear fishing champions. 


Buy and wear a PINOCCHIO to discover these incomparable features: 


« Exclusive design brings lens so close to eyes © The amazing “Ventusa” makes it possible to force * The famous soft PIN OCCHIO nose makes 

that upper part practically rests on brows out any water seepage by a single forceful exhal- this the only mask ever made with which it is 

. gives most perfect and undistorted per- ation from the nose. Tests have been made at all possible to grasp the nose between the fingers 

spective—wide-range vision—ever achieved! depths by Healthways’ Research Team, during and exhale to relieve underwater pressure on 
which Healthways’ Divair Underwater Breathing the ears. 


e Inside air displacement is so small that 
depth of dive is increased by 25% or more 
uith ease. 


Apparatus was worn. The PINOCCHIO mask was © The PINOCCHIO hes « custom-made &” 
removed from the face at various depths, and then 2 2 : ; 
replaced. Each member of the group then pressed 
¢ Scientifically designed “Ventusa” inner the PINOCCHIO against the face, blew forcefully 


finest tempered glass safety lens for maximum 
protection. 


vacuum lip insures air and water-tight seal through the nose and expelled every drop of water e It’s the “easiest-to-wear” mask ever developed 
never before possible. instantly! for use with an underwater breathing apparatus! 
Fulfills every skin diver’s dream of being able to swim without a mask... Wearing the The scientific genius of Cressi 
PINOCCHIO is the closest man will ever come to this dream of perfection! Order a and Healthways’ manufacturing 






























¢ p-how bring this ultimat 
PINOCCHIO now and discover for yourself this new and sensational experience ... It’s yeast heen pty shor -clgpmepeunng 
development in masks, to you 
the Cressi PINOCCHIO by Healthways...the mask you won’t even know you’re wearing! at only 85.952 


Introducing the CRESSI DELFINO"... Aallbwiy 


The professional design snorkel that has been used all over the world by the most 
famous skin divers and underwater sportsmen! Now 
manufactured in the United States by Healthways 
in mass production and comes to you for only 
$1.95 the biggest value in the field! 


The Delfino can be worn anywhere a skin diver can go 
— under rocks, reefs, in caverns, through kelp and sea- 
weed! There’s no danger of snagging anywhere — It’s 
the flexible upper section of pure natural gum rubber 
that does it! 


Has the famous Cressi flexible mouthpiece — now made of the new, 
recently developed soft vinyl... impervious to deterioration ... lasts in- 
definitely — Can be adjusted to any position with perfect comfort! 


See the new exclusive Cressi snorkel holder ring for the first 
time — makes the Delfino easy to attach to mask strap. 


greatest efficiency! An ample air supply helps you conserve energy 
because you get oxygen quickest with a Cressi Delfino by Healthways! 


Both the Cressi Pinocchio and the 
Delfino will be available approxi- 
mately January Ist at your favorite 
dealer, or write Healthways for 
full information. 





3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 18, CALIFORNIA 







Dealer and jobber inquiries solicited. 
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HEALTHWAYS... FIRST IN WATER SPORTS! THE WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT ! 
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ARE YOU GETTING 
YOUR MONEY’S 
WORTH? 


Too many divers spend most of their time 
shivering and shaking on the beach be- 
cause they believe the protection of a good 
rubber suit is a luxury they can't afford. 
They fail to realize that the best spear- 
fisherman in the world has little opportunity 
to demonstrate his skill if most of his time 
is spent warming up on the beach. Expen- 
sive spearguns and breathing apparatus 
are worthless out of water. Only by spend- 
ing more time in the water can you hope 
to get your money’s worth out of your 
equipment. 


@ Rubber suits have been expensive be- 
cause of the comparatively short life of the 
rubber. For this reason, Bel-Aqua chemists 
have been experimenting for years with a 
variety of compounds designed to give your 
suit longer life. Real economy can only be 
obtained by extending the life of your 
suit, as the cost of high quality material 
and good workmanship cannot be reduced. 
Longer life spreads the cost of your suit 
over many years. 


@ We have clways known that the cause 
of rubber deterioration is from exposure 
to sunshine and salt water. Shielded from 
these elements, your suit would last many, 
many times longer. Bel-Aqua is proud to 
announce that, after years of research, 
our chemists have discovered a substance 
which gives this protection. We have dis- 
covered a compound wh'ch, laminated to 
our high quality rubber, forms a protective 
outer coating. 


@ None of the comfort or quality is lost. 
Our new Duraply rubber gives FIVE TIMES 
the life of unprotected rubber because the 
outer layer is not affected by sunshine and 
salt water. 


@ When you buy a rubber suit, you buy 
service. — A Bel-Aqua DURAPLY suit now 
GIVES YOU FIVE TIMES THE SERVICE AT 
NO EXTRA COST. The cost of your suit is 
spread over years instead of months. 


A TIP TO “LUNG” DIVERS 


@ Ear pressures can be equulized while 
you are fully protected by a dry suit with 
a hood. Wear a Bel-Aqua diving hooa 
UNDERNEATH the hood of your rubber 
suit. The suit will seal and, by blowing 
air through you nose into your mask, air 
is trapped over your ears and pressure is 
equalized. Works fine—No mask leaks— 
No ear trouble. You can even eliminate a 
“squeeze” by blowing enough air into the 
suit to relieve the pressure. 





—— Fill in coupon and mail today 


To: Bel-Aqua Water Sports Co. 

Dept. 5-104 

3720 West 54th Street 
Los Angeles 43, California 

Please send me your new skin diving cata- 
log which includes skin diving safety 
rules. Enclosed is 15c in coin to cover the 
cost of printing and mailing 


Name 
Address_— 


City Zone State 





By EDITOR 


**20,000 Leagues Under The Sea” is coming 
... this story might well have been the incentive 
for the first skin diver to stick his head under the 
water to see what it looked like. This movie was 
partially made by divers and the people who 
worked behind the scenes all used the standard 
skin diving equipment . . . even the director. 
Watch for this movie at your local theater .. . 
go see it. . . imagine yourself traveling ‘20,000 
Leagues Under The Sea.” 

Club secretaries, presidents, correspondents! 
mail a post card with your club name, address 
and etc. to our office, Box 128, Lynwood, Cali- 
forn'a. This is a reminder and a follow up of 
the December JIM CRAX where the alternate- 
month-club-report-plan was outlined. We will re- 
turn a card stating the months that your club 
report will be published. Returns to date have 
been satisfactory but there are still hundreds of 
organized underwater clubs not yet heard from. 
Has your club registered for this plan?? If not, 
do it today!!! 

Chuck and | wish to thank all of you for the 
many Birthday and Christmas greeting cards. 
Your thoughtfulness is sincerely appreciated. 
1955 will prove to be another outstanding year 
for water sports of all types. 





GREAT LAKES REGION 


Underwater skin diving organizations in 
the Great Lakes region are asked to con- 
tact Jerold H. White, 7970 “G’’ Street, 
Dexter, Michigan for the formation of a 
Council or Association for that area. Com- 
petitions will be run through this new 
group to pick a regional champion for 
the National Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships. 











“The new, amazing, plastic, 
lifesaving, instantaneously 
inflatable 


SAFETY BELT 
unsurpassed as a safety meas- 
ure; a must for every diver. 


Available from the overseas dis- 
tributor 


Raymond J. Ralston & Coy 
17 Culgoa Avenue Eastwood 
N.S.W. Australia 
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The SKIN DIVER 


P. O. Box 128, Lynwood, California 





Vol.IV) January, 1955 No.1 





Copyright 1954 by The SKIN DIVER 


Entered as second-class matter at the 
post office at Lynwood, California 


Published by The Skin Diver, P. O. Box 128, 
Lynwood, California, U.S.A., each month 
for the purpose of creating a further inter- 
est in skin diving and underwater spear- 
fishing and to provide an advertising 
medium for manufacturers and retail mer- 
chants of equipment used by underwater 
fishing and hunting enthusiasts. 


JIM AUXIER 
Editor 
Phone: MEtcalf 3-7851 


CHUCK BLAKESLEE 
Advertising Mgr. - Assoc. Editor 


DEADLINE FOR ALL COPY 


Advertisement—Manuscrip!s—Photographs 
First of Month prior to date of Publication 


When making change of address give both 
new and old address 


Advertising rates upon request 


CLUB REPORTS 


e submitted each month by club publicity rep- 
esentative and consist of one typewritten page, 
Jouble spaced, 200 words per report. 


Address all correspondence to 


The SKIN DIVER 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, California, U.S.A. 


nuscripts and material are submitted free and 
i for publication, becoming the property 
kin Diver unless previous copyrights exist. 
s do not necessarily agree with, nor 
f opinions and statements 
nplied by others than themselves. 
1 by Wolfer Printing Company 
Los Angeles, California 






SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Year - $3.00 Two Year - $5.00 
Outside U.S. (one year) - $4.00 


British Subscription Representctive: 
eter F. Hobson 


One 


D 





xeter, England 











JANUARY COVER 
Jules Vernes’ historic character, 
Capitan Nemo, and his assistant 
prepare to do battle with an in- 
furiated shark just as the Nauti- 
lus slides into view. This scene, 
taken from the movie “20,000 
Leagues Under the Sea,” is just 
a preview of next month’s fea- 
ture story on the production of 
this movie. Cover designed espe- 
cially for the Skin Diver by Walz 
Disney Productions. 
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IT’S HERE AT LAST! 





_ 






The most amazing compressed COMPLETE 
air, self-contained underwater breath- 
ing apparatus ever made...makes Skin 
Diving a bigger thrill than ever before! It’s a NATURAL 
for beginners and experts alike! The SNORKAIR is the ideal 


auxiliary unit for skin diving! 


@ Lets you breathe normal air through the snorkel while 
surface cruising .. . 

@ Has 120 cubic inch tank (approximately 12 to 15 minutes 
air capacity) ... 

@ Gives sufficient air supply that makes ‘‘ Fun in the Water’’ 
and sports diving a reality for everyone —all ages... 





























@ It’s simple — easy to use— only a few minutes’ practice 
needed for efficient use. 


Comes complete with extra filler yoke attachment — Refills 
in 5 to 10 seconds from any larger tank. Standard 70 cubic foot 
tank gives approximately 5 to 6 fillings. 


Actual weight only-4% lbs. complete with harness . . . 
5% Ibs. when filled. Can be shipped empty or filled, as requested. 
Individually packed in strong corrugated container, complete 
with instructions. 


Order now for delivery from your dealer, or write 
Healthways for information. First shipments begin 
January 15. Healthways warehouse locations in Los 
Angeles, Milwaukee, Philadelphia and Miami. All loca- 
tions have the most modern facilities yet developed 
for complete servicing and compressing air in 
accordance with medical regulations .. . 
at lowest prices. THWAYS 


Dealer and jobber inquiries solicited. 
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3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 18, CALIFORNIA 








HEALTHWAYS . . . THE. WORLD’S MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 











HOPE-PAGE ENGINEERING CORP. 


P. O. BOX 6541 LONG BEACH 15, CALIF. 


SAVES AIR because it allows the exchange 
of mouthpiece underwater 


NO MORE Panic from losing mouthpiece 
NO MORE Water filling hoses 


NO MORE Gurgling from water that seeps 
in around mouthpiece 


$19.95 
Paul says eee 


| congratulate the HOPE-PAGE Eng. Corp. for 
their invention of the non-return mouth piece. 


“SAFETY FIRST” 


This device is fast being hailed as the best addi- 
tion to breathing units yet devised .. . | am proud 





Safety First 
Non-Return Mouthpiece 


to recommend it. 





Distributed through: 


U. S. DIVERS CORP. 


1045 Broxton Avenue 


PAUL STREATE 
SALVAGE DIVER AND 


Los Angeles 24, California DIVING TECHNICIAN 














DIVE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR! 
IDEAL PROTECTION 
IN COLDEST WATER 


THE EDCO P 
SUB-MARINER 
For Men 
THE EDCO 


MARINA 


For Women 
SOFT, WARM, COMFORTABLE 
FOAM NEOPRENE 


DEALERS FROM COAST TO COAST 
OR WRITE 


NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 





Oonunm 





305 american trust company bldg. 


Full Suit $75 
Other Models Various Prices 








berkeley 4 - california 
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Underwater 
Spearfishing 
Voted by A.A. U. 
AS New Sport 


Underwater Spearfishing is now a 
permanent fixture on the American 
sports scene, having been voted as a 
direct member of the A.A.U. at the Na- 
tional Convention at Miami, Florida in 
November of 1954. 

The amount of equipment produced 
for the pastime of skin diving and the 
sport of Underwater Spearfishing is be- 
lieved by many to be second only to 
Basketball, standardized by J. A. Nai- 
smith in 1891. 

One of the major reasons for the 
phenomenal growth of Underwater 
Spearfishing in the United States 
may be attributed to the National Un- 
derwater Spearfishing Champioiships 
which requires all competitors to be 
members of organized clubs. The com- 
petitive sport of underwater spearfishing 
should not be confused with the general 
pastime of skin diving that received a 
major boost from publicity given in con- 
nection with Underwater Demolition 
Teams during and after World War II. 

The basic rules for records were first 
outlined in 1948 by a committee of the 
Los Angeles Neptunes Club composed 
of James B. Alexander, David A. Jef- 
fery, William R. Barada and Chairman 
Ralph N. Davis. These rules were dis- 
tributed to all countries known to be 
engaged in the pastime of skin diving 
and served as a basis for the competitive 
sport of Underwater Spearfishing until 
the International Underwater Spear- 
fishing Association was founded in 1950 
for the purpose of maintaining World 
Records and standardized rules for the 
sport. 

With Italy, France and the United 
States holding National Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships the same 
year the new sport was well on its way. 
With more than 300 Underwater Spear 
fishing Clubs in the United States this 
country should be able to produce many 
outstanding teams for international! 
competition, ™ 
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THIS IS WORK???? Actual scene taken from the film track showing Bill Edwards in lung explaining the Pool ter to 
the lovely model. 


Skin Diving Equipment 
Used in (VU Commercial 


By BILL EDWARDS 


At last it’s happened! Skin diving has 
gotten into commercial television. 

Premiering on KPIX in San Francisco 
is a one minute film commercial adver- 
tising “Poolmaster,” a new hydro-jet 
swimming pool vacuum cleaner, invented 
and manufactured by Hanna Enterprises 
of San Mateo, California. 

This was a difficult product to present 
properly, since the market is limited and 
the impact must be immediate. So the 
producers of the film, Motion Picture 
Service Company of San Francisco, de- 
cided to put me to work in my Aqua Lung 
in a pool in San Mateo. 

After establishing the fact that the 
pool is dirty, to the chagrin of the pretty 
model, I explode to the surface on a tight 
close-up with mask and lung in a very 
effective shot; a sort of beauty and the 
east. You won't believe it when you see 
t, but on your TV screens you'll see me 
vith my mouthpiece in my mouth and 
you can hear me talking to the young 
ady. Actually we dubbed the sound in 
ater, and on camera I| simply gestured 
is the script called for me to gesture. 


After handing the vacuum to the girl I 
descended again into the depths and 
followed the vacuum head along the bot- 
tom of the pool. The camera shot close- 
ups through about 3 feet of water show- 
ing the suction power of the head as it 
picked up gravel, coins and keys. The 
picture ends with a studio close-up as I 
throw back the mask and identify myself. 

Except that before the shooting day was 
over I almost shivered myself out of that 
heated pool, it was a very satisfying ex- 
perience. The results, I believe you'll 
agree, were unusually good. Here’s a new 
field for skin divers and personally I hope 
to appear in many more such films using 
my skin diving equipment. 

Publicity is the life blood of a sport 
such as ours; so clubs across the world 
would do well to contact their local TV 
and radio stations and arrange for mem- 
bers to appear on interviews to demon- 
strate equipment and boost our sport 
further. 

The Poolmaster film should be seen 
nationally within a year. ™ 





PORTABLE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 


CHARGE YOUR OWN 
SELF-CONTAINED 
AIR BREATHING 

EQUIPMENT 


Cornelius Portable Air Compressors offer 
skin divers an amazing variety of prac- 
tical advantages never before provided. 
Four models now available—all provide 
light weight, sturdy construction and 


unusually low operating cost. 


Cornelius Air Compressors are powered 
with heavy-duty AC electric motors or 
with 2-cycle air-cooled gasoline engines. 
Pure, clean air at pressures to 3000 PSI 
and capacities to 2 cubic feet per minute. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG! 
We will glady send you complete 
information 
THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


562 - 39th Avenue N.E. 
Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
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HOPE-PAGE ENGINEERING CORP. 


P. O. BOX 6541 LONG BEACH 15, CALIF. 


SAVES AIR because it allows the exchange 
of mouthpiece underwater 


NO MORE Panic from losing mouthpiece 
NO MORE Water filling hoses 


NO MORE Gurgling from water that seeps 
in around mouthpiece 


$19.95 
Paul says ae 


| congratulate the HOPE-PAGE Eng. Corp. for 
their invention of the non-return mouth piece. 


“SAFETY FIRST’ 


This device is fast being hailed as the best addi- 
tion to breathing units yet devised ... 1 am proud 
to recommend it. 





Safety First 
Non-Return Mouthpiece 





Distributed through: 


U. S. DIVERS CORP. 


1045 Broxton Avenue 


PAUL STREATE 
SALVAGE DIVER AND 


Los Angeles 24, California DIVING TECHNICIAN 














DIVE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR! 
IDEAL PROTECTION 
IN COLDEST WATER 


THE EDCO ‘ 
SUB-MARINER 
For Men 
THE EDCO 


MARINA 


For Women 


SOFT, WARM, COMFORTABLE 
FOAM NEOPRENE 


DEALERS FROM COAST TO COAST 











OR WRITE 
E | NGINEERING 
D | EVELOPMENT : 
C | ORPORATION 
oF Easewae fe 
305 american trust company bldg. 
berkeley 4 - california Full Suit $75 











Other Models Various Prices 
7 
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Underwater 
Spearfishing 
Voted by A.A. U. 
As New Sport 


Underwater Spearfishing is now a 
permanent fixture on the American 
sports scene, having been voted as a 
direct member of the A.A.U. at the Na- 
tional Convention at Miami, Florida in 
November of 1954. 

The amount of equipment produced 
for the pastime of skin diving and the 
sport of Underwater Spearfishing is be- 
lieved by many to be second only to 
Basketball, standardized by J. A. Nai- 
smith in 1891. 

One of the major reasons for the 
phenomenal growth of Underwater 
Spearfishing in the United States 
may be attributed to the National Un- 
derwater Spearfishing Champioiships 
which requires all competitors to be 
members of organized clubs. The com- 
petitive sport of underwater spearfishing 
should not be confused with the general 
pastime of skin diving that received a 
major boost from publicity given in con- 
nection with Underwater Demolition 
Teams during and after World War II. 

The basic rules for records were first 
outlined in 1948 by a committee of the 
Los Angeles Neptunes Club composed 
of James B. Alexander, David A. Jef- 
fery, William R. Barada and Chairman 
Ralph N. Davis. These rules were dis- 
tributed to all countries known to be 
engaged in the pastime of skin diving 
and served as a basis for the competitive 
sport of Underwater Spearfishing until 
the International Underwater Spear- 
fishing Association was founded in 1950 
for the purpose of maintaining World 
Records and standardized rules for the 
sport. 

With Italy, France and the United 
States holding National Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships the same 
year the new sport was well on its way. 
With more than 300 Underwater Spear- 
fishing Clubs in the United States this 
country should be able to produce many 
outstanding teams for international 
competition. 











Se ey 


THE 


in 


got 


IS é 
tisi 
swi 
and 
of | 


pro 
the 
pro 
Ser 
cide 
ina 


poo 
moc 
clos 
effe 
bea: 
it, | 
witl 
you 
lady 
late; 
as t 





now a 
1erican 
l as a 
he Na- 


rida in 


oduced 
nd the 
is be- 
nly to 


\. Nai- 


or the 
‘rwater 
States 
al Un- 
oiships 
to be 
e com- 
fishing 
veneral 
‘ived a 
in con- 
olition 
Var II. 
re first 
of the 
nposed 
A. Jef- 
airman 
re dis- 
to be 
diving 
petitive 
g until 
Spear- 
in 1950 
World 
for the 


United 
prwater 
> same 
ts way. 
Spear 
tes this 
e many 
\ational 








THIS IS WORK???? Actual scene taken from the film track showing Bill Edwards in lung explaining the Poolmaster to 
the lovely model. 


Shin Diving Cquipment 
Used in (VU Commercial 


By BILL EDWARDS 


At last it’s happened! Skin diving has 
gotten into commercial television. 

Premiering on KPIX in San Francisco 
is a one minute film commercial adver- 
tising “Poolmaster,” a new hydro-jet 
swimming pool vacuum cleaner, invented 
and manufactured by Hanna Enterprises 
of San Mateo, California. 

This was a difficult product to present 
properly, since the market is limited and 
the impact must be immediate. So the 
producers of the film, Motion Picture 
Service Company of San Francisco, de- 
cided to put me to work in my Aqua Lung 
in a pool in San Mateo. 

After establishing the fact that the 
pool is dirty, to the chagrin of the pretty 
model, I explode to the surface on a tight 
close-up with mask and lung in a very 
effective shot; a sort of beauty and the 
beast. You won’t believe it when you see 
it, but on your TV screens you'll see me 
with my mouthpiece in my mouth and 
you can hear me talking to the young 
lady. Actually we dubbed the sound in 
later, and on camera I| simply gestured 
as the script called for me to gesture. 


After handing the vacuum to the girl I 
descended again into the depths and 
followed the vacuum head along the bot- 
tom of the pool. The camera shot close- 
ups through about 3 feet of water show- 
ing the suction power of the head as it 
picked up gravel, coins and keys. The 
picture ends with a studio close-up as I 
throw back the mask and identify myself. 

Except that before the shooting day was 
over I almost shivered myself out of that 
heated pool, it was a very satisfying ex- 
perience. The results, I believe you'll 
agree, were unusually good. Here’s a new 
field for skin divers and personally I hope 
to appear in many more such films using 
my skin diving equipment. 

Publicity is the life blood of a sport 
such as ours; so clubs across the world 
would do well to contact their local TV 
and radio stations and arrange for mem- 
bers to appear on interviews to demon- 
strate equipment and boost our sport 
further. 

The Poolmaster film should be seen 
nationally within a year. ™ 





PORTABLE 
COMPRESSORS 


CHARGE YOUR OWN 
SELF-CONTAINED 
AIR BREATHING 

EQUIPMENT 


Cornelius Portable Air Compressors offer 
skin divers an amazing variety of prac- 
tical advantages never before provided. 
Four models now available—all provide 
light weight, sturdy construction and 
unusually low operating cost. 


Cornelius Air Compressors are powered 
with heavy-duty AC electric motors or 
with 2-cycle air-cooled gasoline engines. 
Pure, clean air at pressures to 3000 PSI 
and capacities to 2 cubic feet per minute. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG! 
We will glady send you complete 
information 
THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


562 - 39th Avenue N.E. 
Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
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UNDERWATER PHOTO 
& EQUIPMENT CO. 





Complete Complete 
Diving Photographic 
Equipment Equipment 


Largest stock of underwater cameras in 
the world—topped off with the NEW FEN- 
JOHN ““GOGGLER” a professional-amateur 
still camera with all controls and 40- 
2%4x2 V4 pictures. 


$675.00 


UNDERWATER FLASH to fit all cameras and 
an easy-to-rig, water-tight adaptor for any 


Flash: $60.00 
Adapter: $10.00 


Also, the best in DIVING EQUIPMENT 





Write for catalogue 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 
Midway 2-6311 
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Right on the Gulf of Mexico 
NOT on the Highway 


COMPLETE RENTALS 


THE FLORIDA 


SKIN DIVERS 
MARATHON, Fia. 
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EARS 


SINUS 


TEETH 


and Underwater Swimming 


By BEV B. MORGAN 


The human body contains several natu- 
ral air spaces which, because of their 
small entrance passageways, often cause 
trouble when subjected to rapid pressure 
change. The most important of these are 
the middle ear spaces and the nasal acces- 
sory sinuses. 

The pressure of the water increases at 
AM45 pounds per sq. in. per foot as a 
skin diver descends. This is sufficient to 
cause pain and damage to the inner ear, 
the eardrum, and the sinuses at only a 
10 ft. depth. The novice diver often can- 
not submerge more than 6 to 8 feet on 
his (or her) initial attempts. How then 
does the skin diver descend to 25 feet 
plus? It is done by “equalizing” the 
pressure in these natural air spaces to 
that of the surrounding medium. 

The anatomy of the ear is diagram- 
matically shown in figure 1. The ear drum 
completely seals off the outer ear canal 
from the middle air space. When pressure 
is applied to the body, the outer surface 
of the ear drum is subjected to the same 
pressure as are all surfaces of our body. 
To counterbalance this strain, air pres- 
sure must also reach the inner surface of 
the ear drum. Normally, this is accom- 
plished by the passage of air through the 
narrow eustachian tube which leads from 
the troat to the middle ear space. Should 
this tube be blocked by mucus or an 
overgrowth of tissue, this equalization of 
pressure on both sides of the ear drum 
cannot take place and symptoms of severe 
pain will result. 

If a “wedging” sensation is felt while 
descending, it is a good indication that 
the pressure is not being equalized prop- 
erly in the inner ear. When this is felt the 
diver should attempt to equalize the pres- 
sure by pressing the face mask tightly 
against the face and exhaling gently 
through the nose. This may be accompan- 
ied by a wiggling of the jaws, or swallow- 
ing. If the “wedging” sensation con- 
tinues or increases, ascend a few feet and 
try to clear the ears. Never descend 
further if the sensation cannot be elimin- 
ated. Never push the attempts at “clear- 
ing” to a point of distinct pain. Damage 
to the delicate tissues can occur without 
much discomfort. If the diver continues 
the descent without equalizing, hemor- 


rhage results from the rupture of the 
small blood vessels in the ear drum and 
the lining of the middle ear. 

The next damage to occur if the pres- 
sure is increased is the rupture of the 
ear drum. If not tampered with and not 
infected, a small tear in the eardrum will 
heal in a week or ten days. However, 
deafness occasionally results from re- 
peated ruptures. Because middle ear in- 
fection is the main difficulty involved, the 
following procedure is a must: 

1. An examination by a physician. 

2. Keep fingers, swabs, or anything 
not placed by a doctor, out of the ears. 


Fig. 1 
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3. Do not enter the water until per- 
mitted to do so by the examining physi- 
cian. 

“If an ear drum should perforate while 
submerged, the cold water may temporar- 
ily cause a temperature inbalance in the 
vestibular apparatus—resulting in a real 
hazard in that nausea and dizziness can 
occur. The swimmer is safe if he keeps his 
mouthpiece in place and remains calm 
for a few minutes until the cold water 
entering the ear becomes warm and the 
violent vertigo is ended. Holding onto a 
submerged object or even hugging one- 
self might assist.” * 

The location of the nasal accessory 
sinuses are diagrammatically shown in 
figures 5a and 5b. All sinuses are located 
within hollow spaces of the skull bones 
and are lined with the same type of mem- 
brane that covers the air passage of the 
nose. Their linings are in fact continu- 
ous with that of the nasal cavity so that 
essentially all sinuses represent small 
pounches, containing air, that sprout out 
from the nasal cavity and are connected 
with it by narrow passageways called 
ostia. (Latin translation for “mouths.” ) 
The sinuses are located in the forehead 
above the eyes. just behind and between 
the inner half of the eyebrows, below 
both eyes behind and within the cheek 
bones, and deeply in the midline of the 
skull bones between the nasal air space 
and the brain space. If pressure is applied 
to the body and the ostea of any of these 
sinuses are obstructed by mucus or tissue 
growths, pain will be elicited in the res- 
pective areas. With normal air pressure 
in the sinuses and an excess pressure 
applied to the tissues surrounding these 
incompressible spaces, the same relative 
effect is produced as if a vacuum were 
created within these spaces. Swelling of 
the lining membranes and. if severe 
enough, hemorrhage into the sinus 
spaces will take place. This process rep- 
resents an effort on the part of nature to 
balance the relative negative air pressure 
within the sinuses by partly displacing 
their air spaces with swollen tissue, fluid 
and blood. The pain produced may be 
severe enough to prevent further descent 
of the diver and a return to normal pres- 
sures will bring about immediate relief 
as similarly occurs with pain from the 
middle ear. 

Pain in the teeth would suggest the 
presence of a small gas pocket in the pulp 
or in a part of the tooth where soft tissue 
can be “squeezed.” 

It should be kept in mind that these 
difficulties in the ears and sinuses can 
also occur on the ascent although the 
descent is usually the more difficult. 


* From “On Using Self-Contained Underwater 
Breathing Apparatus,’”’ by Walter A. Hahn and 
Christian J. Lambertsen. 


Long Beach Y.M.C.A. 
Skin Diving Classes 


By RORY E. PAGE 


Due to the wonderful enthusiasm and 
interest shown by many groups, both local 
and otherwise. the continuation of our 
skin diving and underwater breathing 
unit classes will begin again on Mon- 
day January 10, 1955, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Y.M.C.A. located at 6th and Ameri- 
can in Long Beach. California. 

This class will be conducted for begin- 
ners and experienced divers, as well as 
instructors. The class will make a com- 
plete and thorough coverage of the phys- 
ics and physiological phenomena of free 
diving, both with and without breathing 
units. 

These classes are to be broken up into 
two groups. each having a duration of six 
weeks. For those who are interested and 
wish to join our class as an individual or 
as a group. please contact our physical 
director. Mr. Al Fish at Long Beach 
727-37. He will be glad to give further 
information and take care of any ques- 
tions that may arise. 

We sincerely hope that in the future, 
your continued interest will make these 
subjects standard Y.M.C.A. classes. 





Two very important rules should be 
followed: 

1. Never attempt to dive when you 
have a cold. The mucus will clog all en- 
trances to the air spaces and this will 
cause severe hemorrhage of the mem- 
branes if the body undergoes any addi- 
tional pressure. 

2. Never wear ear plugs while diving. 
If the ear plug is too small for the passage- 
way it will be driven into the ear until it 
is against the eardrum. At this point if 
any more pressure is encountered, the 
plug will remove the eardrum entirely. 
making recovery of normal hearing im- 
possible. 

If the plug is too large an air space is 
formed between it and the eardrum. As 
the diver descends and equalizes pressure 
the pressure in the inner ear builds to that 
of the surrounding water. The air space 
prevents the pressure of the water to act 
on the outside of the eardrum. so if the 
depth is great enough, the drum is rup- 
tured outward. 

All of the preceeding information ap- 
plies equally as well to divers using under- 
water breathing apparatus as to those 
who are skin diving. ™ 








DIVE WITH THE 


“DIVAIR® 
THE BEST — THE SAFEST 





DivAir underwater breathing ap- 


paratus, complete assembly in- 
cluding regulator, air safety re- 
serve, tank valve, 70 cu. foot 
2150 Ib. pressure tank and har- 
ness. Filled with air and ready 
for use. DivAir carries approxi- 
mately one hour air supply. 
Weight 35 lbs. 


USE 


“DIVAIR" 


RECOMMENDED Only 
BY MOSTOFTHE $19Q 50 
LEADING DIVERS. . 
22 cu. ft. tested, 1800 Ibs. 

Pressure Tank with Valves . .$19.50 ea, 
38 cu. ft. tested, 1800 Ibs. 


Pressure Tank with Valves .. 27.50 ea. 
70 cu. ft. tested, 2150 Ibs 
Pressure Tanks less Valves .. 45.00 ea. 


Postage Paid—Send Check or Money Order 
Ask for Free Catalog of Underwater Equipment 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Cheerfully 
Refunded 


“By Divemaster”’ 


U.A.S. CORPORATION 
5643 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago 38, Illinois 
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By RICHARD CROSBY 


GRAPH “PROVES” SEA MONSTER. Being ‘‘on 
the bonnie, bonnie banks of Loch Lochmond” 
may be more famous in song, but, say the Scots, 
there's nothing like lying on the bonnie banks 
of Loch Ness at such a time when Scotland’s most 
f sea ter surfaces to infrequently blow- 
out its snorkel, take a long look around, and then 
decides to submerge for a few more years to 
taunt imaginations anew. He has been seen for 
about 185 years on and off, if my records serve 
me correctly, making its debut in the romantic 
light of the moon one night before two young 
lovers on shore. He had a serpentine, long neck, 
was about 150 feet long, and wasn't seen for 
many generations at a time for awhile. The last 
sighting was in 1948, reported by a 9-year-old 
boy playing on the shore. The boy said it had 
a head like that of a cow, and a long, long 
neck. It had no aggressive intent, apparently. 





Just a few years ago the Royal Navy had a 
naval vessel in the lake officially or unofficially 
which depth-charged the bottom and the skip- 
per’s conclusion was that certain temperature con- 
ditions brought up lumps of a bog from below, 
which if imagination is strong enough, can be 
mistaken as a series of humps on the back of a 
sea monster. 

Indeed, there is a tiny stone library they say, 
on the bonnie banks of the lake where the mon- 
ster resides. Its aged caretaker and chief libra- 
rian will relate to any and all persons interested, 
for a minor fee, the endless tales handed down 
over the years proving that surely something big 
and frightful lives down there. His library has 
all the necessary documentation for the serious 
researcher. The monster was thusly firmly im- 
bedded in the folklore of the Scots, and why not? 
He hasn't harmed anyone. None of the witnesses 
seemed particularly frightened when they saw 
him. rather, to seo him was a privilege granted 
to a very select few; as if one had witnessed 
some rel gious apparition or had been blessed by 
a saint. The monster has been king of the Sunday 
supplements for years, as the whole world chuc- 
kled and wondered. Tourists could now put down 
at least two things to be seen when visiting 
Scotland: the hills where fought Rob Roy, and a 
lake where a friendly monster lived. 


But these are times full of electronics. It had 
to happen sooner or later perhaps when a ship 
with a modern depth recorder scanned the bot- 
tom and bounced an ulirasonic sound signal off 
the monster's back. Such a day came December 
6, 1954, when the trawler Rival graphed a mon- 
ster some 50 fee? long, with an 18-foot tail, 8 
legs and the general silhouette of a giant scor- 
pion. The same type device was used as is usu- 
ally employed by commercial fishermen to spot 
fish. The entire nine-man crew of the Rival saw 
the stylus trace the weird outline. The monster 
was picked up at the 540-foot level, or 180 feet 
above the lake bottom. A crewman named Peter 
Anderson related how it was “‘a small-headed 
thing with an ungainly body.” A technical expe:t 
from the echo sounder company was summoned 
for an opinion and he advised it “‘was definitely 
animal matter of some kind and certainly not a 
whale or like any other kind of fish that has ever 
been heard of.” 

This is a remarkably ‘‘certain" statement. Hav- 
ing had some experience with depth sounders, 
this writer would like to caution readers against 
taking this report too seriously since no one who 
has watched a depth recorder in action for some 
time will ever venture out to make such positive 
statements. First, the sound waves give only what 
is known to engineers as “radial d'stance"’ to and 
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from the transducer. To record the ‘8 legs’’ in- 
volved would seem improbable, especially at the 
depth given. Only the topmost contour can be 
charted by such devices, plus the character of 
the bottom beneath it, plus any stray fish in mid- 
water that might reflect the sound signal. Varoius 
materials reflect the sound signal. A very hard 
surface like rock or steel plate leave a vivid black 
line on a graph, while sand, mud, etc., leave a 
willowy or soft, long line. Somewhere in between 
is the “animal matter’’ density. To claim such ac- 
curate charting as the Rival reported is to take 
for granted that sonic recorders have been very 
greatly improved over what is known outside 
of military secrecy. That a privately owned 
trawler made such a find leads one to believe 
only the standard commercial recorder was used. 


Existing or not, the fabled Loch Ness Monster 
lives again. Unfortunately the depths given put 
him into category which invite only the Bathy- 
scaphes if any serious exporation is contemplated. 
Scientists being a hard-headed lot, the latter is 
not very likely. 


IT HAPPENED IN NOVEMBER... 


SUNKEN OPPORTUNITY. The Prins Willem V, a 
Dutch ship which collided some three miles off 
Milwaukee's harbor on October 14, 1954, with 
cn oil barge which was being towed by a tug, 
sank to settle in 80 feet of water. Neither the 
Oranje Line nor Lloyds of London, who are own- 
ers and insurance agents respectively, declared 
November 29, 1954, that they are not going to 
ra'se the vessel valued at $1,250,000 and carry- 
ing an undisclosed cargo listed at $750,000. A 
newspaper declared the sunken ship “fair game” 
for salvagers. 


Just one word of caution, however. | have had, 
and fortunately for me, the need of the services 
of a noted marine lawyer. During my period of 
legal enlightenment | was advised — and this 
probably may come as a shock to you — that 
there’s no such thing as “a selvage law” as the 
public generally believes. According to my able 
counsel any ob‘ect from - screwdriver to an 
ocean liner “found” by a diver is NOT a “‘find- 
ers-keepers” proposition at all! The owner or 
owners of any cbandoned property in ANY wa- 
ters retain ownersh'p indefinitely or until LE- 
GALLY transferred by sale or other mutual agree- 
ment. There are many exceptions, of course, but 
these exceptions or alleged extenuating circum- 
stances will have to be so ruled by a duly ap- 
pointed judge in a court of law. The diver must, 
for his own protection, take stems to insure his 
leqal right to cla'm what he wishes to claim, and 
NOT arab first and ask questions later. In the 
event the latter happens and such a case is tried 
in court, courts usually, but not necessarily so, 
have judged in favor of a diving salvor because 
it is usua'ly adjudged that such a claim was 
made “‘at the extreme risk of life and limb,"’ and 
so the judgment MAY be lenient. Still, you may 
not be given the right of ownership but only be 
pa'd “‘up to 90 per cent of the recovered value 
of the goods involved."’ You can also face jail. 


This | pass on to readers of the SKIN DIVER 
trusting that all have the desire to be proper 
about such things. All things underwater are 
within the aforementioned classification. To do 
otherwise is to “pirate” in the legal sense of the 
word. In actual practice divers are looked up to 
as having the daring that separates them from 
other men. In this light the public generally may 
find it acceptable for a d'ver to keep what he 
finds, having gotten it the hard way. If the owner 
enters the p‘cture, the situation can become grim 
for a diver if it gets into court. The law will pro- 
tect the owner, not you. This is based on judg- 
ments as handed down by various courts over 
the period of the past 50 years or so. The general 
attitude of law en‘orcers in general in such cases 
was brought to light most prominently when the 
famed Flying Enterprise settled off the Irish coast 
with Captain Kurt Carlsen hanging on so dra- 
matically. Marine lawyers emphatically declared 


to press interviewers at the time that at no time 
were the owners of that ship in danger of actu- 
ally losing ownership, whether or not eager sal- 
vage tugs succeeded in bringing her in or not; 
the Captain's presence, notwithstanding. Though 
she now lies in a reported 248 feet of water, 
eriginal ownership still stands. 


To sum up: get it IN WRITING . . . THEN, go 
bring it up! 


454 CHESTS OF GOLD. It was an investors’ 
dream come true. For every invested dollar they 
were promised 40 times that amount in return, 
if successful. | speak of the salvage of the gold- 
carrying ship Renate Leondardt which lies five 
miles off the harbor of Zaandam, The Nether- 
lands. P. Visser of that country offered shares 
from $7 to $280 each to raise $84,000 needed 
for the operation of setting up a huge caisson 59 
feet in diameter and 68 feet high which will be 
towed over the location of the buried vessel on 
the bottom in some 11 fathoms of water. It still 
contains 454 chests of gold which the vessel 
tried to smuggle into The Netherlands during 
World War |. Lloyds of London gave the opera- 
tion a 98 per cent chance of success. The caisson 
is necessary so that workers can dig away the 
mud from the hulk. 


TOOTHLESS SHARKS. What better way could 
you wish that a shark be designed by nature than 
to make an utterly toothless model? Well, there 
are such things. The Pacific Islands Monthly of 
Sidney, Australia, reports that when passengers 
of a ship that put into port at Manthi Island saw 
small native children sw'mming in a small pool 
near the sea-wall where ships tie up, they were 
horrified to see five big sharks along with the 
tots. The natives explained that the sharks were 
called ‘‘rohoi’’ and were a toothless variety, and 
while they did grow up to large size they were 
completely harmless. Now, why can’t we have 
more of those around? 


UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHERS may take a 
close look at a new lens offered in November at 
$125 each which is interchangeable for use on 
16MM camera and projector. Called Vistascope, 
it gives true Cinemascope proportions by way of 
an anamorphic lens made in Holland. It squeezes 
the picture and stretches it out again all over a 
screen, at the best price yet. 


“DESCENDING LINE” RE-ISSUED. Editor and 
Navy Salvage Diver Instructor Ronald Bruning of 
the Naval Salvage School at Bayonne, New Jer- 
sey, has undertaken to publish a leaflet titled 
“Descending Line” which circulated at that schoo! 
back in the days when the school was first acti- 
vated at the scene of the Normandie d'saster at 
Pier 88, New York City. The very capable Chief 
Bruning is doing a wonderful job publishing this 
lively little ‘‘trade paper’ which is not available 
to anyone outside the Naval service. Good luck, 
Chief, and our best wishes from the SKIN DIVER 
magazine. 


COMING ATTRACTIONS: The movie “The Big 
Rainbow” starring Jane Russell was renamed “‘Un- 
derwater,”’ designating perhaps a new trend to- 
ward such things in Hollywood? . . . and before 
the famed Creature, who lived peacefully in his 
Black Lagoon until Universal-International Pic- 
tures came along to disturb him, grows cold and 
gets box-office rigor-mortis, the stud’o announced 
“The Creature Returns’’ will rev've h'm to further 
duel with lung divers, proving thet good creatures 
do not fade away, but come back to the screen 
another day . . . ‘20,000 Leagues Under the 
Sea"’ cost $6 million making it the greatest un- 
derwater extravaganza ever filmed. At this writ- 
ing it was scheduled to burst into prominence 
December 23rd. Watch the SKIN DIVER for an ex- 
clusive behind-the-scenes report soon! .. . ‘“‘Hunt- 
ers of the Deep" is another thriller scheduled to 
premiere late in December. Watch for it! 
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SURFING—This sport, as oid as the cave men, is still enjoyed by maay peopie where high waves rise and roll, 
north side of the Huntington Beach, California, pier, is rather unique in that an underwater camera was used. The photographer would rise out of the water, snap his picture, and then 
duck under again, just as the surfboard parted his hair. Watch for more Surfing pictures and articles in the February issue. Photo by Chuck Blakeslee. 








break and then surge cn to the beach. The above photo, taken on the 








Liquid Frontier 


Man, in his never-ending search for 
change and improvement. has finally 
come to the unbelievably complex world 
just beneath what I like to call the 
“Liquid Frontier.” We are advancing in 
endless ways and means of bringing into 
existence the new, the spectacular, the 
needed and the expected. Here is a world 
unto itself, which is acceptable to any 
human who can breathe normally, which 
has lain dormant for these countless 
centuries, only to be discovered again 
periodically. It has been partially ex- 
plored, but the amount that has been ex- 
plored is as to the entirety as one small 
stone in a giant stone quarry. It is need- 
less to say that it will be explored further 
and further. Bit by bit as its secrets are 
brought to light and explored in turn 
to the ultimate ramifications. 

This liquid frontier is present over 
60% of the surface of this old planet of 
ours and it is both friend and foe, at 
times serene and calm—other times 
raging and mountainous. Up until only a 


relatively short time ago, it was domain 
for only the most adventurous, the highly 
trained, in intrepid few who dared to 
challenge its unknown depths. Thanks to 
these same people, we now have a store of 
knowledge that is tremendous in scope, 
yet far from being complete. We are still 
actually in our infancy in this respect. 
We are only beginning to realize the 
possibilities of the sea and this liquid 
surface of the seas—this is the LIQUID 
FRONTIER. 

This is the frontier which divides our 
normal every day humdrum world from 
one which is as exciting, as colorful, as 
protecting, and as dangerous as any fron- 
tier man has come to since the beginning. 
Many tales have been told concerning the 
life savings effects of the sea. We have 
drugs which save lives which have come 
from the sea. We have sea foods of un- 
counted varieties which decorate our 
tables, and which decorate our walls. 
These two, come from the sea. We use 
sponges for cleaning; we have used whale 


bone and cuttle bone for centuries to 
manufacture different products. We use 
shell of indescribable beauty and varia- 
tion for both useful. as well as decorative 
purposes. Without the sea, our tremen- 
dous fleets of commercial, as well as mili- 
tary vessels would not be in existence. If 
these were not in existence, any workman 
who labored to build them would have 
no reason to exist. We could go on and on 
regarding this subject and still not come 
to any conceivable end. We have tried to 
penetrate this liquid frontier since, as 
close as can be ascertained, about 900 
B.C. From that time to this, we have im- 
proved in materials. We have improved 
in methods, but we are still to any reas- 
onable working depth held under the 
1,000 foot mark. While it is true that 
photographs have been made in what is 
so far the deepest known part of the sea, 
we still haven’t been able to go down there 
in person and move around with any 
degree of mobility. However, this will in 
years to come, no doubt, be overcome 
and in prying out the secrets of the sea, 
we shall all be arriving at a much higher 
level of existence than we have ever 
dreamed of and all this lies just below 


the LIQUID FRONTIER. = 
Submitted by George Satness. 
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Turkey 
Day at 
Punta 
Penasco 


By BILL BARADA 


Over the Thanksgiving week-end, while 
Los Angeles County suffered from smog, 
fog and winter chills, ten carloads of skin 
divers escaped to the brilliant sunshine 
and warm, crystal clear water at Punta 
Penasco, on the Gulf of California. Here, 
within one day’s drive from Los Angeles 
(560 miles), skin divers found ideal 
spearfishing conditions in the middle of 
winter. Air temperature was near ninety, 
and water temperature near seventy, with 
over one hundred varieties of fish abun- 
dant in shallow water. 

In the Gulf everything seems to come 
in larger packages. Gulf grouper, the 
standard bass of these waters, range in 
size from 20 to 25 pounds all the way to 
monsters of several hundred pounds. 
White sea bass or totuava reach 300 
pounds, cabrillo over 100 pounds, and 
schools of sea trout may be found, with 
some specimens weighing over 35 pounds. 
All of these fish are within shooting dis- 
tance of a skin diver working from shore. 

Like many other wonderful diving 
spots, Penasco can be very disappointing 
unless you know when and where to go, 
and learn something of the habits of your 
game. Spearfishing in these waters is very 
different from anything along the Pa- 
cific Coast. In fact, Punta Penasco was 
reported as a complete washout by ex- 
perienced divers until the where, when 
and how of diving the area was discovered 
by Phil Nourse, of the Long Beach Nep- 
tunes. Phil is a pioneer in the sport, and 
one of the finest skin divers on the Pa- 
cific Coast. He discovered the secrets of 
diving Punta Penasco seven years ago. 
Now, by following his advice and instruc- 
tions, hundreds of skin divers are enjoy- 
ing some of the finest spearfishing in the 
world. 

Punta Penasco (rocky point) is a tiny 
fishing village on the mainland side of the 
Gulf, almost directly across from San 
Felipe. The road from the border to Pen- 
asco was paved during World War II in 
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preparation for a meeting between Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and Stalin. When Stalin 
learned that the road and hotel were built 
by the U. S. Army he refused to keep the 
appointment and the meeting took place 
at another location. So, through the for- 
tunes of war, U. S. fishermen and skin 
divers were provided access to some won- 
derful sport. 

To reach this road, go to Yuma, Ari- 
zona, on to Gila Bend, then south on 
highway 85 to the Mexican border at 
Sonoyta. You will need a visa and a fish- 
ing license, $3.00 each, which may be 
obtained in Los Angeles before you leave, 
or at the border. The border is open from 
8:00 a.m. until midnight, and I prefer 
obtaining my papers at this point because 
unexpected storms or wind may turn you 
back. 

From Sonoyta you travel 65 miles of 
paved road into Penasco. On the out- 
skirts of town, opposite the airport, you 
will see a sign on a dirt road leading to 
the water which says “Choya Bay.” This 
dirt road is in fair condition and leads 
about three miles to the fishing grounds. 
Some of us pulled fair sized house trail- 
ers over the road with no trouble. 

Choya Bay is the headquarters for 
American fishermen at Penasco, rod and 
reel as well as skin divers. Facilities avail- 
able, except for beer, water and advice 
are few, so it is advisable to take all your 
own food, drinking water and camping 
materials. The bay is ideal for launching 
your boat, but the fishing is poor unless 
you travel to the south side of the point 
or to an outlying reef. Information can 
be obtained at Nacho’s Place. and you'll 
find the natives very friendly. 

The bottom formation in Choya Bay 
itself and the lack of accessability to the 
southern side of the point led many divers 
to believe the entire area unsuited to 
skin diving. There is practically no cover 
or protection for fish in the shallow 
waters surrounding Choya Bay. The bot- 
tom is just an underwater desert, ex- 
tremely shallow, mostly sand, and the 
rocks provide no holes, caves or ledges. 
No vegetation or kelp of any kind grows 
here. In fact, in this area of the Gulf cover 
for fish is at a premium, which is prob- 
ably the reason fishing is so terrific in the 
few places where hiding places occur. 
The trick to spearfishing at Penasco is in 
locating the hiding places and learning 
how to fish them. 

Most of the “good bottom” areas are 
on the south side of the point and in 
order to reach them by car, several years 
ago Phil Nourse made his own road 
across the sand dunes. This road leads 
off the main dirt road just before you 
reach Choya Bay. If you watch closely, 
you will see a sign at the intersection, 
designating one set of ruts as “Nourse 


Road” and the other as Nacho Road. 


Phil’s advice is to deflate your tires to 20 
pounds, put your car into second gear 
and keep an even speed, without too much 
throttle. Using this system, we all made 
several trips over the dunes with no 
trouble. Nourse Road terminates at a 
beach where shallow, flat-topped rocky 
reefs wander out into the sea. Under 
water, these flat-topped rocks have been 
undermined and provide narrow ledges 
as shelter for the fish. Close inspection 
will reveal a tiny crack under the rock 
which often extends back several feet 
and your fish will be wedged sideways as 
far under as he can get. I counted as many 
as 15 fish under one slab no larger than a 
desk top. On two different occasions 
after I had finally managed to dig the 
fish I had speared out of his hole, I was 
amazed to find another and larger fish 
on my spear, along with the first one. 
This is the only place I know where you 
can spear two 20 pound fish in one shot. 
Phil Nourse says you are not initiated 
until you have taken three in one shot. 

The real thrill of hunting fish in these 
waters comes from stalking the wary 
monsters which do not stay in the caves. 
Giant grouper, totuava and sea trout are 
in the open, and extremely cautious, but 
they can be taken. Johnny Logan landed 
a nice sea trout and a good sized grouper 
over 25 pounds. Gary Hall brought home 
a 40-pound grouper and Sammy Ichikawa 
took a 75 pounder. As always, the ones 
which were only stalked or seen but not 
taken were the largest and most desirable. 

A successful fishing trip to Penasco 
must be planned, in order to catch good 
weather and moderate tides. The fantas- 
tic tide change sometimes ranges as much 
as 35 feet and the average change is 
21-ft. from low to high. At low tide, you 
can walk on top of reefs that were under 
20 feet of water during high tide. These 
extreme changes set up such strong cur- 
rents that it is imposible to swim against 
them. If you are not in a sheltered area, 
close to shore. you should have someone 
follow you in a boat with a motor. Make 
your trip during the period of a new 
moon, and the tide change will be at a 
minimum. 

The winds of this section of the Gulf 
reach hurricane velocity at times and can 
ruin any fishing trip. These winds cannot 
always be avoided but you can improve 
your chances of catching wonderful 
weather by timing your trip and a little 
investigation before leaving. The best 
time of year, weatherwise, is in the fall 
and early winter. At this time you avoid 
the blistering heat which is encountered 
on the trip in mid summer, and you are 
less apt to run into heavy winds. Before 
leaving it is advisable to contact the 
weather bureau and ask for a report on 
prevailing winds expected in the Penasco 
area for the next few days. The weather 
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19S§ National Underwater 
pearfishing Championships 


(Schedule) 


(Suggested schedule by the National Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships Committee of the 
1.U.S.A.)—Founding Advisory Committee. 


This schedule is subject to change by 
the voting skin diving clubs that are 
members of their Regional A.A.U. 
Associations. 


San Diego Inter-Club 
Competitions, 
January 9th 


By DARBY K. HABERERN 


The first inter-club competition of all 
San Diego spearfishing clubs will be held 
on Sunday, January 9, 1955. At present 
six clubs have entered. The Bottom 
Scratchers, Delta Divers, Kelp Kings, Sea 
Spooks, Skinsters and the Sea Dogs, with 
each club entering three teams of three 
divers each. Members of the clubs have 
met and set up rules and regulations for 
the meet, hoping to make it a quarterly 
contest with a permanent rotating trophy. 
Only fish of five pounds or over may be 
entered in the contest and the total weight 
of the three largest fish from each club 
determines the winner of the trophy. The 
minimum of five pounds was decided on 
in order to eliminate much of the bad 
publicity caused at meets where the beach 
is loaded with hundreds of “minnows.” 
The members also felt that this would be 
a good conservation measure. 

The area chosen is the beach in front 
of the Marine Room in La Jolla, which 
offers sand bottom, kelp beds, rocky 
caves and the Scripps Canyon. A wide 
variety of fish have been taken in this 
area, including some nice yellowtail, bass 
and 30 to 40 pound halibut. Sharks and 
rays are also found here but are not to 
be included in the contest. Another rule 
of the contest that is of interest is the 
compulsory rule that each three man team 
must use a minimum of one inner tube or 
other floating device to insure saftey. It 
is expected that about fifty divers will 
participate in all, and some good fish 
should be brought in. The contest will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. and end at 12:30 p.m. 
All the participating clubs join in wel- 
coming any visitors who might like to 
watch the meet. > 
14—JANUARY—SKIN DIVER 


Following is the suggested 1955 sched- 
ule for the National Underwater Spear- 
fishing Championships. All regions and 
territories of the U. S. holding sanctioned 
Underwater Spearfishing Championships 
are invited to send their Regional Cham- 
pion Team to the Nationals on the Pacific 
Coast of the U. S. on August 28, 1955. 
(The general area will be selected by vote 
of the clubs that are members of their Re- 
gional A.A.U.—other clubs may compete 
but will not have any voting power.) 
These regional teams will be eligible if 
registered with the A.A.U. and competing 
according to the rules established by the 
National Championships Committee of 
the I.U.S.A. (Changes in competition 
rules may be introduced for vote by clubs 
that are members of their Regional 
A.A.U. Associations. ) 

JR. UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING CHAMPION- 

SHIPS, June 26, 1954 (12 to 15 years inclu- 


sive.) 

Florida Jr. Olympics Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships. 

Pacific Coast Jr. Underwater Spearfishing Cham- 
pionships. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS ELIMINATIONS, June 18 and 
June 19, 1955. 

All Regional Underwater Spearfishing Champion- 
ships (FINALS), July 3, 1955. 

EAST COAST UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING CHAM- 
PIONSHIPS & PACIFIC COAST UNDERWATER 
SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS, July 17, 
1955. 

Location of the above meets will be 
published one month in advance so the 


areas will not be unduly disturbed. 

One team for each four (4) clubs or 
less in a region are eligible to compete 
at their respective East Coast and Pacific 
Coast Underwater Spearfishing Cham- 
pionships. Whether competing or not at 
their respective Pacific Coast of East 
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Coast Championships, each of the 
regions are eligible to send _ their 
Regional Champion Team to the Na- 
tionals on the Pacific Coast of the U. S. 
on August 28, 1955. 

Specific locations, dates and rules of 
Underwater Spearfishing Champion- 
ships will be voted on and decided by 
underwater spearfishing clubs and asso- 
ciations who have joined and are voting 
members of the National Underwater 
Spearfishing Association. 

Registration fees have been $18.00 


per club for entering Championships 
Eliminations and Championships Finals. 
Membership in your Regional Associa- 
tion will only cost $10.00 a year, in- 
cludes your vote and the setting of your 
own registration fee for the Champion- 
ships. 


Have your club represented by ap- 
plying for membership in the Under- 
water Spearfishing branch of your 
Regional Athletic Associations at the 
following addresses: 


ADIRONDACK ASSOCIATION—Ralph J. Ury, 469 State 
t , Schenectady, N. Y. 
ALLEGHENY MT. ASSOC. — Wm. S. Haddock, 604 
Columbia Bidg., 4th & Wood Sts., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ARKANSAS ASSOC.—J. Cecil Harder, Donaghey Bidg., 
Little Rock, Ark. 

yg ASSOC.—Wm. F. Bailey, Box 403, High 
Point, .. 

CENTRAL *ASSOC. —Herman J. Fischer, Board of Educa 
tion, 228 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 1, Ill. 

CONNECTICUT ASSOC.—James E. Coogan, 200 Orange 
St., New Haven, Conn. 

D. of C. ASSOC.—E. Joseph Aronoff, 647 E St., N.E 
Wash. 6, D. C. 

FLA. ASSOC.—Ben York, P. O. Box 11, W. Pair 
Beach, Fla. 

GEORGIA ASSOC.—Harry Glancy, 179 Bolling Road 
N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 

= —— —Bob Skelton, P. O. Box 1972, Houston 


HAWAIIAN ASSOC.—Dept. of Parks, 3530, Honolulu 
H. 


INDIANA ASSOC.—J. Edwin Aspinall, 1941 E. 30th St. 
indianapolis, Ind. 

INLAND EMPIRE ASSOC.—Faris Harrison, Old Nat 
Bidg., Spokane, Wash. 

INTER-MT. ASSOC.—Joe L. Christensen, City Recr., 664 
Wash. St., Salt Lake City, Utah. 

1OWA ASSOC.—Hugo Otopalik, lowa State College 
Ames, lowa. 

KENTUCKY ASSOC.—A. Wood Hardin, Charleston Road 
New Albany, Ind. 

MAINE ASSOC.—Wm. P. Viles, Augusta, Maine. 

METROPOLITAN cen —Charles L. Diehm, 111 Fultor 
St., New York, N. 
James G. ‘ollend,. ‘20 Exchange Pl., New York 5 

MICHIGAN ASSOC.—Matt Mann, Univ. of Michigan 
Ann A:bor, Mich. 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC ASSOC.—Mauric R. Pliner, 625 Por 
ter St., Philadelphia 48, Pa. 

MIDWESTERN ASSOC. — Floyd Olds, World Herald 
Omaha, Nebr. 

MINNESOTA ASSOC.—Chet Roan, University of Min 
nesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 

MISSOURI VALLEY ASSOC.—Edmun A. Ash, Rec. Dept 
City Hall, Kansas City, Kans. 

MONTANA ASSOC.—Troy Evans, 1820 Gaylord St 
Butte, Mont 

NEW ENGLAND ASSOC.—Harry Devoe, 158 Prospec 
St., Providence, R. |. 
Herbet D. Holm, Room 605, 294 Washington St 

Boston, Mass. 

NEW JERSEY ASSOC.—Mrs. ee D. Meyer, 67 
Hazelhurst Ave., Glen Rock, 
Benedict Dispenziere, Dept. _ “Parks, City Hall 

Newark, N. J. 

NIAGARA ve —Henry H. Coit, Lafayette Bidg 
Buffalo 3, N. Y. 

NEW MEXICO ASSOC.—Charles Renfro, 407 S. Dart 
mouth, Albuque-que, New Mexico. 

NORTHFASTERN OHIO ASSOC.—Frank Haley, Centra 
YMCA, Cleveland, Ohio. 

OHIO ASSOC.—Rec. Comm., 124 City Hall, Columbus 
Ohio 

OREGON ASSOC. —George McFaul, 
Bicg., Portland 5, Ore. 

OZARK ASSOC.—Henry Kemper, 3756 S. Broadway, St 
louis, Mo. 

PACIFIC ASSOC.—Dr. Al DeFerrari, 490 Post St., San 
Francisco, Cal. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST ASSOC.—R. C. Torrance, 2100 
Fifth Ave., Seattle 1, Wash. 

ROCKY MT. ASSOC.—Lovis G. Wilke, 2185 Broadway 
Denver 2, Colo. 

SOUTH ATLANTIC ASSOC. “a ee B. Price, Jr., 21 E 
North Ave., Baltimore 2. 

SOUTH TEXAS ASSOC. ete 7 YMCA, San An 
tonio. Texas. 

SOUTHEASTERN ASSOC.—Raymond Johnson, Nashville 
Ten-e-rean. Nashville, Tenn. 

SOUTHERN ASSOC.—L. Di Benedetto, Jr., 
Bidq., New Orleans 12, La. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC ASSOC.—Larry Houston, 450 N 
Grand Ave., L. A. 12, Calif. 

SOUTHWEST PAC. BORDER “a —Don B. Vynne 
Rer. & Parks, San Diego, Cal 

SOUTHWESTERN ASSOC.—P. ¢: Cobb, Brd. of Educa 
tion. Dallas. Texas. 

VIRGINIA ASSOC.—D. Andrew Welch, City Hall, Rich 
mond, Va. 

WISCONS!N ASSOC.—John P. Tierney, 3203 N. Downe 
Ave., Milwaukee 11, Wisc. 
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Athlete of 
The Year 


The National Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships, successfully founded in 
1950 by the International Underwater 
Spearfishing Association with the co- 
operation of the A.A.U., Helms Athletic 
foundation and five Southern California 
skin diving clubs, has produced two out- 
standing amateur Underwater Spear- 
lishing Athletes of the Year. In 1952 Dr. 
Mathison received the Helms Award and 
Arthur Pinder of Florida received the 
award in 1953. 


Dr. Nelson E. Mathison, famed as 
the first U. S. Underwater Spearfisher- 
1ian to be named Athlete of The Year in 
the new sport, has become one of the 
outstanding figures in the field of under- 
water photography in the United States. 
As one of the results of the publicity 
received, he has been chosen one of the 
leaders in a five weeks underwater spear- 
fishing and photographic exnedition to 
the West Indies and the Caribbean Sea. 

This is the automatic and natural re- 
sult of an outstanding amateur record 
in competitive Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships. 

In both years the outstanding indivi- 
dual performance at Club, inter-club, 
state and regional underwater spearfish- 
ing championships has been turned in 
by a team member of the runners up in 
the National Championships. 

The recipient of the Helms Award for 
Athlete of The Year does not necessarily 
have to compete at the National Under- 
water Spearfishing Championships. If 
his club, inter-club, state and regional 
championships performance is tops, he 
may exceed all competitors reaching the 
Nationals. 

Jack Dudley of the California Snor- 
kels had the top individual record for 
his Club and the Pacific Coast Under- 
water Spearfishing Championships in 
1953 but had not competed at enough 
competitions to give the I.U.S.A. Judg- 
ing Committee an equivalent compari- 
son with other performances. 

All regional organizations and under- 
water spearfishing clubs are invited to 
submit the competitive records of their 
outstanding underwater spearfishermen. 
after a poll among their members, to 
Helms Hall, 8760 Venice Blvd., Los An- 
geles 34, California as soon as possible 
after January 1, 1955. 


ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
COMMITTEE OF THE I.U.S.A. 
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To determine the greatest 
Depth in Water at which One 
Can Breathe through a Tube 


(Reprinted by special permission of the 
‘American Journal of Physics’') 


By R. STUART MACKAY 


University of California, Berkeley 4, California 


In any physics class there are enough 
students interested in swimming and 
related topics to insure interest in deep- 
sea diving and underwater swimming. 
One question of interest concerns the rea- 
son for the use of complicated diving 
suits. Why not just breathe through a 
sturdy hose whose upper end is attached 
to a float? The fact that the water pres- 
sure on one’s chest will prevent inhala- 
tion. even at shallow depths, seems a bit 
hard to believe, even when numerical 
values are presented as proof. It is desir- 
able to let a person determine this critical 
depth by an experiment, but obviously 
it is inconvenient to try the direct method. 


An equivalent and rather striking ex- 
periment is to test the strength of the 
chest muscles by measuring the height to 
which a column of water can be drawn 
up through a long glass tube by inhaling. 
One must use a normal air intake action 
and avoid sucking the liquid up by using 
the tongue and cheek muscles, as the lat- 
ter method is not the one by which air is 
inspired, and it gives an erroneous im- 
pression by producing an unusually low 
pressure in the mouth. The vertical height 
of the column is exactly the depth to 
which our diver could go and still breathe 
through a tube. The experiment in part 
owes its effectiveness to the direct appear- 
ance of the result without recourse to any 
calculations. This depth would, of course. 
be measured to some undetermined. aver- 
age position on the person’s chest, but the 





Underwater Spearfishing clubs with- 
in the jurisdiction of the S.P.A.A.U. 
(Southern Pacific Association, Ama- 
teur Athletic Union) are invited to 
their January 10, 1955, meeting at 
450 North Grand, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, to make plans for the com- 
ing National Championships. Clubs 
in this region will be the hosts at the 
1955 Nationals. 











result is still rather startling even with 
this small uncertainty present. The pos- 
sible enormity of hydrostatic forces seems 
to become somewhat clearer. 


We can see that the two distances H, 
and Hz» in Fig. 1 are equivalent by the 
following argument. Depth H,; measures 
the increase in pressure on the chest and 
abdomen above atmospheric pressure. 
Height 1. measures the decrease, below 
atmospheric, in the pressure exerted on 
the inside of the chest. Since it is the 
difference in force, and thus pressure, on 
the inside and the outside of the body that 
hinders taking in a breath, H, and H» 
should be the same. This argument can be 











et 


METHOD of testing the strength of the chest muscles. 














elaborated upon or made more exact, but 
the essentials have been indicated. 

After having observed a number of 
people perform this experiment, it seems 
safe to state that few persons will be able 
to raise a column of water even 5 ft. This 
means that one’s head could only be about 
3 ft. under the surface of the water. We 
should note that these values are for a 
single very strenuous and tiring inspira- 
tion. In the case with the water in the 
tube, there seems to be no limitation im- 
posed (or danger introduced) by a tend- 
ency for the lung sac to come loose from 
the chest wall. Tests performed in a 
swimming pool seem to verify these con- 
clusions. For example, one outstanding 
subject who reached slightly beyond the 
5-ft. mark, found it extremely difficult to 
breathe when his head was 3-ft. below the 
surface of a fresh water pool. When low- 
ered another foot he found it impossible. 

This case, when its significance is clear, 
should be contrasted with the more usual 
diving outfits, with native divers swim- 
ming freely and without danger of col- 
lapse at 30-ft. depths, and with the pos- 
sibility of breathing from a submerged 
balloon or from under a fishbowl inverted 
over the head. 
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Survey 





the 


Australian 


A series of articles 


By LEN STAPLES 


6 Cheverton Parade, Sardy Bay, Hobart, Tasmania 


ARTICLE Il 
New South Wales 


Prepared with the help of information supplied by Don 
Linklater, S$. Forrester and NSW Government Tourist 
Bureau. 

“A land of golden sunshine and bluest 
skies, balmy nights, silvery with myriad 
stars, sewn like spangles upon the limit- 
less canopy of the southern heavens.” . . . 
so say the tourist pamphlets about New 
South Wales, the oldest state in Australia, 
where white men first debouched to con- 
quer for civilization the world’s most 
ancient continent . .. an unknown. fright- 
ening wilderness more than 150 years 
ago. 

Ranging over 683 miles north to south 
between the 29th and 36th parallels of 
latitude, and east to west 756 miles be- 
tween the 14]st and 154 meridians of 
longitude, New South Wales has a coastal 
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NEW SOUTH WALES—Staniwell Park, South Coast. 
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dimension of 907 miles, featuring some 
of the best spearfishing territory in Aus- 
tralia. 

Along this coastline in clear waters of 
moderate temperature can be found the 
blue groper, (average about 35 pounds, 
and up to 77 pounds) . .. the kingfish, a 
hardfighting speedmerchant of forty 
pounds or so, the unpredictable carpet 
shark or wobbegong, (up to 8 ft.) , and of 
course, stingrays from small to large .. . 
other fish frequently speared are luderick. 
samson fish, parrot fish, bream. mor- 
wong, (a perch), black fish, drummer. 
mullet, flathead, sweep and a score of 
others. 

In this state spearfishing first devel- 
oped and is reflected in the strong body 
of enthusiasts in the Underwater Spear- 
fishing Association of NSW. Without 


doubt the most active club in Australia, it 


Ashton photo by courtesy N.S.W. Govt. Tourist Bureau. 






enjoys one very real advantage over the 
other states . . . it was founded and has 
developed in Sydney, a progressive city 
of nearly two million inhabitants (and re- 
member the Australian total is less than 
nine million) . .. a city which is situated 
around the shores of a glorious harbour, 
and which extends north and south along 
a coastline ideally suited to underwater 
sports, for the formation here is fun- 
damentally sandstone cliffs enfolding 
beaches of fine sand, the water clear and 
temperate, with a profusion of marine 
flora, and attendant upon that, marine 
fauna. Spearfishing in NSW is a firmly f 
established sport, which is practiced in a 
number of ways: one is by diving and 
snorkelling along the edge of rough 
water, for it is well known that it is in 
such regions that the fish come to feed. 
But such territory has its full measure cf 
hazards, and some early casualties were 
knocked insensible in the rough water 
and drowned. 





Another popular method is to recon- 
noitre from a surf ski or float. Often the 
spearmen work as a team, one controlling 
and propelling the ski while his partner 
lies face in the water over the bow of the 
ski “observing”; when a fish is sighted 
the spearman slips quietly into the water 
and the underwater chase conmmences 

. a more recent development of this 
method is to use double surf skis called 
rowfloats—an arrangement which con- 
fers greater stability. 
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In the main, methods and equipment 
are much the same the world over, but in 
NSW, and some of the other mainland 
states, the spearmen are highly shark 
conscious. There are a number of atti- 
tudes to this problem . . . some place their§PYOP" 
faith in chemical repellants, others sub-§&"4" 
scribe to the Hass theory, enthusiasts with coulc 
contemplative minds such as Don Link- alway 
later, of Sydney, comment on the fact that omg 
except on rare occasions sharks are not . * : 
seen when aqua-lungs are in use, andg“!™ 
writes: “we are anxious to determineg Th 
whether this is caused by: alrea 
: derta 
Depa 
succe 
team 
rougk 
0.B.E 
White 

















1. The bubbles coming away; 2. The 
vibration of the breathing valve; 3. The 
combination of the above; 4. Whether it 
is a fact that we at depth are strange, and 
have no appeal to the shark. 

Don goes on to say that he is of the 
opinion that it is the vibration of they; 11. 
valve underwater which is so distasteful all a 
and foreign to the shark. Don is a promi- bodie 
nent member of the Underwater Explor-, a 
ers Club which numbers among its mem- Gothi 
bers professional men with more studious} te 
minds than the average skin diver... ailed 
this club has featured in: 1. A deep dive at) 
to more than 90 feet off South Head inj,” 
search of the sailing ship “Dunbar.”f' “© 
wrecked many years ago. 2. Attempted ord di 
a deep dive off North Head but “couldj Loc 
not get below 112 feet,” this apparent!yfposes | 











yver the 
and has 
ive city 
(and re- 
sss than 
situated 
arbour, 
h along 
lerwater 
is fun- 
folding 
lear and 
marine 
marine 
a firmly 
ced in a 
ing and 
f rough 
it 1s In 
to feed. 
asure cf 
ies were 
h water 


O recolt- 


Yften the 


ntrolling 

partner 
w of the 
: sighted 


he water 
nmences 
t of this 
is called 


ich con- 


juipment 
r, but in 
nainland 
ly shark 










































































































AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC 
SERVICE UNIT — Rear, 
Sgt. Ware of the Police 
Cliff Rescue Team; cen- 
ter row, I-r, Keith White, 
Don Linklater, Mick 














Shanchan. Front row, 























I-r, Ron Crissold and 

Rod McNeill. Photo by 

Associated Newspapers 
Ltd., Sydney. 


















































being the deepest location in the immedi- 


ate vicinity . .. a deeper dive was subse- 
quently made, but this is an angle which 
thinking men do not publicize, for deep 
diving should not be attempted without 


of atti- 

proper equipment and adequate safe- 
ace their . ° ° 
ers sub-§2u2rds, and foolhardy rivalry in this field 


asts with 


on Link 


could only lead to fatalities. There is 
always the showman present, and such a 


fact that character trying to steal the limelight in 


; are no 


use, and 
etermine 


this field would be sure to cause more 


t 
harm than good. 


The Underwater Explorers Club has 
already played a prominent part by un- 


- 2. The dertaking searches on behalf of the Police 
3 The Department with an enviable record of 
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tpsuccesses. (See photo, taken after this 
team had dived for a woman’s body in 
rough surf off Tamarama). Set. Ware has 
0.B.E. for rescue work over cliffs; Keith 
White found body on one search; Don 
Linklater has participated in most if not 
all searches; Mick Shanahan has found 
in two searches; Ron Clissold 
lped recover a boat swamped by the 
Gothic from more than eighty feet of 
black water after professional divers had 


s 


* ‘Hailed to locate it; Rod McNeill (Presi- 


*Ident), has participated in most searches, 
»fthe search for the “Dunbar” and the rec- 
djord dive. 

dj Looking to the future, this club pro- 
ypposes a number of activities, among them 












a project in cooperation with the Cave 
Explorers, with Government and Press 
blessing, to explore (by diving) the sub- 
merged portions of the famed Jenolan 
Caves in NSW, a project wherein the 
principal problems will be restricted 
movement, panic, cold and darkness. 
Other projects to be undertaken by this 
group will be concerned with research on 
various subjects allied with marine 
growths etc. One such subject will be the 
systematic photographing of strips of 
underwater areas at annual intervals to 
record the plus or minus factors of 
marine growths. 

Because the entire coast line of New 
South Wales has an easterly aspect, it is 
sheltered from most violent weather; of 
course the Southeast sometimes builds up 
some nasty weather, and at less frequent 
intervals comes bad weather from the 
Northeast, but for the most part this state 
enjoys fine, well balanced weather, rang- 
ing from sub-tropical in the North to 
pleasant temperate in the South. The 
coastline of this state is alternating range 
and valley formation. The ranges, at vary- 
ing heights from a score or so feet to 
many hundreds of feet, collapsing to sea 
level in formations differing between the 
lazy tumbling of south coast grasslands 
to basaltic cliffs in the extreme South, the 
abrupt sandstone ledges between Nowra 


Open House Held at 
Steinhart Aquarium 


By BILL MIXON 


The Central California Diving Clubs 
held an open house as guests of the 
Steinhardt Aquarium, of the California 
Academy of Sciences, located in Golden 
Gate Park, San Francisco. The time of the 
meeting was 8:00 p.m., Wednesday, De- 
cember 1, 1954. 

Mr. Keith Cox, abalone biologist of the 
California Department of Fish and Game, 
was the guest speaker. Mr. Cox demon- 
strated some of the diving equipment 
used in abalone research, and showed 
movies of the work being done with 
abalone by the Department of Fish and 
Game. 

Among the equipment demonstrated 
were: The Cousteau Constant Volume 
Suit, the Frederic Dumas Wet Suit, the 
Pirelli Dry Suit, a double Tank Aqua- 
Lung, a Fenjohn underwater movie cam- 
era and lightmeter. 


Adding to the program was an under- 
water movie taken by members of the 
Pacific Grove Looney Gooney Club. Par- 
ticipating clubs were: San Francisco Div- 
ing Club, N. A. S. Fin and Mask Divers 
of Alameda, Marin Skin Divers, Squid 
Squeezers of Oakland. Ockland Eels, 
Northern California Skin Divers, Sea 
Farers of Berkeley, Pacific Grove Looney 
Goonevs, Golcen Gate Aqua-Knights, 
Aqua-Bats of San Francisco. 

Arrangements were handled by Dr. 
Earl Herald, Curator of the Steinhart 
Aquarium. and Bill Mixon of the San 
Francisco Diving Club. With the approxi- 
mate attendance of 150 people, it is felt 
that interest is great enough to warrant 
more such meeting of this type in the 
future. = 





and Newcastle and the extensive rolling 
sand dunes and beaches of the North... 
and of course, each valley terminates at 
the water’s edge as a sandy beach or flat, 
rocky platforms. Again, vast expanses of 
the coast line are comparatively flat, but 
for its entire length, the coast line of 
NSW is productive for the spearfisher- 
man and well served by roads. 

The oldest and most peopled of the six 
states, which with the Northern and Fed- 
eral Capital territories comprise the Com- 
monwealth of Australia, New South 
Wales is a broad, sunlit land, rich in 
achievement, richer in promise. *™ 

Next month: Article III, Queensland. 
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isconsin Conservation 


Trout Survey Brive 


DON PINDER, ieft, who 
was a member of the 
1954 National Cham- 
pionship team, the Tri- 
tons (Miami, Fia.), and 
friend examine what is 
believed to be the larg- 
est fish ever taken by 
underwater spearfishing 
methods. Don speared 
this 804-lb. sea bass 
off Crawdon Park, Fia., 
May 11, 1949. A Ha- 
waiian Sling spear was 
used. 


JOHN CLARK-SAMAZAN 
and safety man just after 
entering water in at- 
tempt at depth record 
October 24, 1954, off 
Catalina Island. Sama- 
zan had two rubber 
suits on for the dive and 
carried five tanks of a 
helium-air mixture (two 
tonks in front and three 
tanks on his back). Photo 
by Mart Toggweiler for 
‘*True’’ Magazine 


Wisconsin... 


MID-WEST AMPHIBIANS 


By LEE E. GLEASON 


The advent of cold weather has slowec 
us down to only two scheduled outsid« 
dives per month. We may dive any time, 
any place, as the fancy strikes us, but as 
an organized group, it is down to two 
days a month. 

Fred Roberts contacted the State of 
Wisconsin Fisheries Department som: 
time ago offering our services in any wa’ 
they deemed advisable. At our schedule:| 
meeting on November 3 Mr. Lee Vogel 
of the Conservation Department spoke 
to us. 

During the weekend of November 
6 and 7, we worked with the Conserva- 
tion Department at Green Lake (Wis- 
consin’s deepest lake). This lake is famed 
for its huge lake trout. 

The Conservation Department had 
previously determined that these lake 
trout were not reproducing properly. The 
purpose of our diving was to determine 
the reasons and prove the theories of the 
Conservation Department as to why these 
fish were not reproducing properly. 

Some members drove up to Green 
Lake. which is about 110 miles from 
Milwaukee. on Friday night and slept on 
the shoreline in sleeping bags and Arctic 
tents (please believe me these Arctic 
tents were needed). Others drove up on 
Saturday or Sunday. 

The members present who were diving 
or assisting the divers were Fred Rob- 
erts, Bill Wilson, Bob Hintz. Chuck Stan- 
ley. Gil Borkenhagen, Mike Morafcik. 
John Buckhalter, Ralph West. Dick 
Wicker. Lee Gleason, and Nancv Craw- 
ford who came up on Sunday and cooked 
a Gourmet’s dream for our last meal 
using all the odds and ends left over. 
(I do mean all bits and scraps left over— 
we are still wondering what happened to 
a couple of Salamanders we caught. Oh 
well. at least it tasted good.) 

Making the dive possible by supplying 
air, boats, motors, a barge, some cameras, 
Sonar for tracking the divers and fish, 
and assisting in handling equipment were 
members of the State of Wisconsin Fish- 
eries Department. They were Richard 
Harris. Fish Coordinator; Edward Hines, 
Publicity Director Fisheries Department; 
Dean Tvedt, Department Photographer; 
Verne Hacker, Fishery Biologist; and 
Lee Vogel, Conservation Aide. These 
men as well as ourselves were under the 
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able direction of Tom Wirth, Biologist in 
charge of the Green Lake area. 


A reporter photographer from the 
Ripon Wisconsin paper, the Ripon Com- 
monwealth, was there on Saturday dur- 
ing the dives. The paper gave us a full 
page of pictures plus an extensive un- 
biased article on the dives. More pub- 
licity of this sort will help the sport of 
skin diving in this area. 

It was determined that Salamanders 
(Mud Puppies) were the main culprits 
in the prevention of the reproduction of 
the trout. Several of these Salamanders 
were speared or caught by hand at depths 
ranging to 120 feet. Some were disected 
d some were sent to the state labora- 
y. In one that was disected there were 

trout eggs counted. Also coming as 
omplete surprise to the Conservation 
‘n was the discovery of Sculpins which 
» under suspicion as trout egg eaters. 
ese Sculpins are usually found in the 
rth Atlantic and off the coast of Cali- 
fornia. 

The huge lake trout lurking in Green 
ke are quite warry, and, therefore, 
only one was met face to face during the 
entire dive. This was approximately 214 
feet long and seen by Roberts and West. 
Others were sighted by means of Sonar. 


5S Pe SIS 


Zae 


— 


This is the first time we have done 
work of this type and some of our meth- 
ods as we now know were improper; also 
some of our equipment was improper. 
Both the Conservation Department and 
our members learned a_ tremendous 
amount of useful knowledge which we 
shall apply in future dives. These future 
dives will be below the ice this coming 
winter in quest of information needed by 
the State Conservation Department. 

One of our biggest mistakes was the 


| overloading of equipment onto the divers. 


Each man carried approximately 130 
pounds of equipment upon entering the 
water. The water had to be entered from 
a pitching barge by means of a nerve 
racking jump. Extreme precaution was 
taken in observing decompression tables. 
A sufficient safety margin was given, and 
all men carefully observed these tables, 
BUT Monday morning nearly 24 hours 
later Roberts, Stanley, and West who had 
done the deepest diving all suffered from 
a mild case of the Bends, or at least what 
we think were the Bends. Now we are 
wondering if the Navy tables are accu- 
rate or if it was the conditions. At least 
no lasting ill effects have been suffered. 
and the public relations that have been 
gained are truly gratifying. 

Our December 1 meeting was honored 
by the attendance of 11 members of the 
Chicago Submarine Explorers. We are 
happy to be hosts at any time to such 
a swell bunch of skin divers. 

See you next month, and good diving 
to all of vou. everywhere. * 





SCENES FROM THE EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS—Sestri Levante, Genoa, Italy, August 30, 1954—Top pic, I-r, indi- 

vidual winners were Jannuzzi (second place), Goghi (first place), both of Italy and Mairata (third) of Spain. Center pic— 

The start of the competition, notice the flags of all nations competing atop the stands. Bottom pic—The top teams of the 

day, 1st place Spanish team, center; 2nd place Italian team, left; 3rd place French team, right. Photos courtesy of 
Gustav Dalla Valle. 
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430 Feet 
222222??? 


SANARY-SUR MER, France—Fred- 
eric Dumas, considered the world’s most 
experienced diver and one of the three 
who pioneered the aqualung, has de- 
nounced attempts at deep-diving records 
as “imbecilic.” Dumas endorsed an ur- 
gent circular letter to all French diving 
clubs by the French National Federation 
of Undersea Studies and Sports. The 
letter declared that “a mania for break- 
ing records is contrary to the spirit of 
underwater exploration.” 

French divers were aroused by the an- 
nouncement of a Paris dentist. Henri 
Chenevee, 52, that he had attained a 
depth of 430 feet in an aqualung off 
Corsica on September 2nd. Chenevee and 
others have been vying for Dumas’ 
“record” of 307 feet made in 1947. Du- 
mas stated that he had never aimed at a 
record and made no mention of his dive 
for six years. He now “deeply regrets” 
having spoken of the dive in The Silent 
World. “Depth records are the enemy of 
our sport and science,’ Dumas said. 
“They incite youngsters to go down and 
kill themselves.”” The Federation letter 
is also aimed at protecting novices 
against suicidal record attempts. 

The first counter-move of the diving 
fraternity against the current wave of 
sensational “records” was made three 
weeks after Chenevee’s claim by the Club 
de la Mer of Juan-les-Pins. The club an- 
nounced that it would send divers to 495 
feet, using exactly the same kind of con- 
trols and reputable witnesses that the den- 
tist had. Pierre Laporte, 32, and Andre 
Portelatine, 37, who have been diving 
with the aqualung since 1946, were the 
challengers. They had never been deeper 
than 265 feet. In the presence of a notary 
public, and a party of public officials, 
Laporte and Portelatine descended along 
a measuring line, weighted with twenty- 
two pounds and carrying depth markers 
every 33 feet. Portelatine surfaced with 
the last six markers in his hand, including 
the 495-foot tag. Affidavits by the wit- 
nesses were sealed in an envelope in 
which the divers also placed a secret 
letter. 

The envelope was opened the next day 
at a press conference at the Antibes Town 
Hall. Dr. Chenevee was present, protest- 
ing that the Club de la Mer had “com- 
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AUSTRALIAN lifeguards 

in a dory. No story here, 

just a spectacular pic- 

ture. Photo submitted by 
Bev Morgan. 


PERCHED ON oa rocky 
reef in the depths of the 
Oceanarium at Marine- 
land of the Pacific, diver 
Ted Davis portions out 
bits of squid to the hun- 
gry fish. Divers enter the 
two gigantic Oceanari- 
ums several times daily 
to feed the specimens 
individually. This in- 
sures a fair share for 
each fish and tends to 
curb the appetites of 
the more predatory ones 
so that all specimens 
may live together peace- 
fully. 


mitted an unsporting and inelegant ges- 
ture to cast doubt on the French diving 
record and affront the proofs I have sin- 
cerely given.” Since the proofs were the 
same in each case, there was considerable 
merriment in the hall. Portelatine then 
divulged the contents of the secret letter, 
which told how he and Laporte had gone 
down about a hundred feet, where La- 
porte hauled up the light weight for 
Portelatine to pluck the tags. He stated 
that the Club had deliberately planned 
the demonstration to arouse public opin- 
ion against sensational deep-diving ef- 
forts, which youngsters might try to beat 
and lose their lives. 

Dr. Chenevee replied that he was will- 
ing to repeat his 430-foot dive under the 
strictest controls. Portelatine said, “With 
a 200-pound weight?” The dentist said 
that his vacation was over, but he would 
try next year. 

However Dr. Chenevee changed his 
mind and attempted to repeat his “rec- 
ord dive” early in October off Cannes. 
He was accompanied by official witnesses 





and reporters. At the site he announced 
that he had not been able to borrow a 
three-bottle professional aqualung, al- 
though the immediate area has the two 
major diving clubs of the Cote d’Azur. 
Dr. Chenevee had borrowed a two-bottle 
unit, which he declared was incapable of 
conveying him to 430 feet. Therefore he 
would try for 330 feet. Portelatine and 
the Club de la Mer, which had not been 
apprised of the dentist’s new effort, or 
they might have furnished a three-bottle 
unit, picked up the news and chased 
Chenevee with a power boat. The Club 
brought more reporters. As the “world 
champion” harnessed up, Portelatine ad 
dressed him earnestly, saying that if the 
Doctor went to 330 feet he was defying 
physical laws and gambling his life. Chen 
evee played his bluff to the end. He dived. 


The measuring line had markers at 
264, 299, and 443 feet. Thirteen minutes 
after he went down, Dr. Chenevee sur 
faced in distress. The reporter of Paris 
Figaro said that he was “pale,” “gasp- 
ing,” et chachant le sang—‘spitting 
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Open Letter to the 
Florida Skin Diving Ass’n. 


Gentlemen: 


The Council of Diving Clubs of Cali- 
fornia gave a vote of confidence in the 
objections of the Florida Skin Diving 
Assn. regarding the rules for the Na- 
tional contest. 

Conservation minded indivdiuals in 
the Council have been trying for several 
years to get a point system or some other 
manner of tabulation used so that the 
contestants will not have to spear every 
fi-h in order to win the contest. The 
publicity of these contests lead people to 
believe that this is our normal attitude 
when we go skin diving. 

Two years ago at a meeting at Helms 
Hall it was apparently settled that a 
point system would be worked out by the 
rules committee. Similar to the Florida 
situation all our objections have been 
over ruled by the I.U.S.A. and Nationals 
Committee. 

Apparently the divers in the New 
York area have successfully rebelled 
against some of the recommended rules 
by setting up their own regional rules. 

It is quite clear that regional varia- 
tions are a necessity and can best be 
worked out by the local divers. and 
should be integrated by a REPRESENT- 
ATIVE NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 

If the Council can be of any service 
in this situation I am sure that no rea- 
sonable request would be turned away 
unanswered. 

Yours for better cooperation among 
skin divers, 

JOHNNY LOGAN, 
Conservation Director 
Council of Diving Clubs of Calif. 








blood.” When they rescued him, Chen- 
evee said, “J’ai frole la mort” (1 nearly 
died). He did not come back with any 
depth marker, although he claimed to 
have sighted the 264-foot tag. He asserted 
that the failure was due to insufficient 
pressure in his bottles. Dumas’ comment 
on this affair was, “It is possible to reach 
204 feet with two bottles half full of 
air.” 

French divers have received no infor- 
mation on the controls used by a Cali- 
fornian named John Clark-Samazan, who 
claimed a 350-foot dive off Santa Catalina 
island on September 12th. Dr. Chenevee’s 
claim is based on breathing pure com- 
pressed air, without admixtures of gases 
which reduce the dangers of deep diving. 
The Federation statement points out that 
“every test dive with unimpeachable 
technical control has resulted in the death 
0° the diver beyond 100 meters (330 
feet).” >™ 


Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATES: Personal — $1.00 minimum or 4c per 
word. Commercial—10c per word. Payment musr 
accompany copy before deadline date, 10th of 
month. 








IMPORTED GERMAN (Soligen) diving daggers. 
Special postage prepaid, $3.95. The Florida Frog- 
man, 9302 S. Dixie Hwy., (U.S. 1) So. Miami- 
Kendall, Fla. 





CONTACT me for the Herb Sampson professional 
underwater movie camera cases, 16 and 35mm. 
Also, extra fine underwater rubber powered guns 
with detachable heads for small and large fish. 
Trigger machinism made of best noncorrosive 
metals and each one tested for trigger pull and 
accuracy. | use Herb’s equipment because | have 
found nothing better. Made by a skin d'ver—for 
skin divers. Dr. Nelson E. Mathison, 3515 East 
First Street, Long Beach 3, California (Professional 
skin diver). 

*“*MEDITERRANEAN HUNTER,” by Bernard Gorsky, 
a complete guide to underwater hunting and ex- 
ploration. A European best-seller, with superb 
photographs. Price $2.25, postpaid. Remit to: 
Peter F. Hobson, 79 Southbrook Rd., Exeter, Eng- 
land. 





“THE DEEP SEA DIGEST” Trial subscr'ption $1.00. 
Oceanic Research Associates, Box 333, South 
Miami, Florida. 
SEA-NYMPH foam neoprene shorty, custom built 
to your measurement. Full price $25.00 including 
hood. For information, Write SEA-NYMPH Mfg. 
Co., 10771 Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, California. 


ONE SEAL Suit, medium, has been used four times, 
$31. Write to Dick Hinkle, El Cordova Hotel, Coro- 
nado, California. 











UNDERWATER camera, and brass pressure tight 
case, packed in a wood chest $135.00. German 
made 35 MM Diax camera with F 2.8 lens, flash 
gun, sun shade, two filters, leather carrying case 
and gadget bag. Send for photo. R. T. Keagle, 
Rt. 2 Box 170, Hopkins, Minnesota. 











MODEL 32-R-1501 Cornelius compressor. New 
from factory July 54. Used eleven hours. 110v 
motor. Complete with automatic control. Will shui 
off on timed interval or at full Aqua-Lung pres- 
sure. All fitted into 14x23x18 Plywood carrying 
case. $300.00. Complete Compressor only $250. 
Write for pictures and further details. Bill Geister 
Jr., 100 Lawrence Ave., Elgin, Ill. 





U. S. DIVERS double tank block used once $110 
or swap for 2 standard tanks. Also complete 
manifold and bands for double tank block $40 
or swap for 2 “J"’ valves. Phone Long Beach 
California 8-9695. 





DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM? Why pay ex- 
orbitant prices and put up with inconvenience 
dealing with Welding Gas Concerns who do not 
want your business. Make up your own high pres- 
sure air unit for filling diving cylinders to over 
2000 P.S.I. Ingersoll-Rand, 3-stage compressors 
complete with all controls and auxiliaries ready 
to use $295.00 each F.O.B. Some bargains as 
low as $150.00 each. Write for details. These 
compressors originally cost the Government nearly 
$2000.00 each. Complete instructions and filter 
plans furnished that enable anyone to set up and 
use. Thomas J. Doolin, Box 181, Key West, 
Florida, or Box 211, Pryor, Oklahoma. 








“DIVING HEADQUARTERS IN TROPICAL AMERI- 
CA" The Florida Frogman. “Compare the Rest 
and Buy the Best."’ South Miami- Kendall, Florida. 


CUSTOM MADE GLASSES that will fit your favorite 
mask, ground to your prescription By a profes- 
sional optician. $9.95 to $19.95. The Fla. Frog- 
man, 9302 S. Dixie Hwy. (U.S, 1), So. Miami- 
Kendall, Fla. 





FOR SALE—DESCO B lung with Browne back entry 
suit. New condition. Both for $135.00. D. Wodick, 
1117 Wolf St., Racine, Wisconsin. 





MANUFACTURERS’ Representative calling on skin 
diving dealers and jobbers in California desires 
additional skin diving equipment lines. Reply to 
Box 128-W, Lynwood, California. 





—_ 


JR. AQUA-LUNG, 
flippers, mask & 
weight belt— 

ALL for $79.95 — New 
equipment, no seconds. 
Limited stock of other 
equipment at our CLOSE- 
OUT low prices. 


— Until January 15th — 
Open from 


Telephone & mail orders 


filled promptly. 


Divers Supply 


1150 Wilmington Blvd. 
Wilmington, California 


Phone: TErminal 4-6007 
TErminal 4-7777 
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TOP—KIMO COURTNEY, Honolulu skin diver, in lung 
and gear, ready for a bit of undersea hunting. 


MIDDLE—T/Sgt. JOHN SPADE with 30 pound moray eel, 

speared in fiiteen feet of water at Hanauma Bay, near 

Koko Crater, Island of Oahu, Territory of Hawaii. Sub- 

mitted by Fred C. Jones, Honolulu Gun and Instrument 
Co. 


BOTTOM—RON CHURCH with I1-lb. lobster, taken at 
Flat Rock, Palos Verdes, California. Photo by Ted Faux. 
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Oklahoma... 


TULSA DIVERS 


By BOB BROWN 


This being our first article to appear 
in The Skin Diver, we would like to send 
forth a warm hello to the other diving 
clubs around the country and be a regu- 
lar member of the magazine report each 
month. 

Our club was organized in August of 
1953 under the name of North East Okla- 
homa Aqua Club. This was too long to 
pronounce in one breath and was changed 
to Tulsa Divers. Our present offices are 
filled as follows: President, Milton 
Ysidro; Vice-president, Don Setsen; 
Secretary and Treasurer, Wayne Wil- 
liamson; Club Reporter—yours truly. 

Our club not being on the sea shores, 
as most of you fellas have the advantage, 
our diving is more or less confined to 
three big Oklahoma lakes which are: 
Grand Lake, Fort Gibson Reservoir, and 
our crystal clear favorite only two years 
old. Tenkiller Dam. We also have coal 
pits around close but most of them are 
blind all the way down. Speaking of coal 
pits I would like to add that we have 
recovered three bodies for the Tulsa 
Police Department from the above pits 
and other small areas of water. Our 
services are available also to the Citv of 
Tulsa or anybody else who may need 
them. 

See vov’all next month with an article 
about “Tom.” > 


California... 


KELPTOMANIACS 


By LOU KILGORE 


Excellent water and air conditions (ex- 
cluding a heavy tide) contributed to a 
good meet somewhere in Palos Verdes 
lest month. Cliff Dietsch. our most avid 
diver, won the trophy with a near-record 
catch. containine four varieties of fish. 
The definite locale of the meet will remain 
confidential because this is the onlv place 
outside of the Long Beach breakwater 
where we have found those succulent pele- 
cypods, SCALLOPS. (rock of course.) 

One of our best divers. Beech Laswell. 
has been indefinitely beached hecause of a 
serious sinus infection. At Mr. Laswell’s 
expense we were reminded of one of skin 
diving’s primary rules of personal safetv: 
One should never dive with any symp- 
toms of a cold or stoppage of the sinus or 
nasal passages. At this time. the medical 
profession is woefullv short of informa- 
tion on respiratory ailments arising from 
skin diving. 

We sincerely regret the loss of two ex- 
cellent divers. Bill Walker and Bert Wil- 
liams, who are leaving the Kelptomaniacs 
to form a new organization devoted solely 
to water safety. Safety always has been 
uppermost in their minds, and the sport 
should gain from the dedicated efforts of 
those two. © 
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TOP—JIM HOMER, 14-year-old and youngest member of 

the Minnesota Skin Diving Club, is shown receiving the 

Ist prize of a Jr. DivAir from Bob Sweet, club president, 

Jim's 20 pound carp won him this prize. Photo by Travis 
Keagle. 


MIDDLE—AL HOFFMAN of the Long Island Dolphins, Inc., 

with two Blackfish or Tautogs caught at Block Island, 

Rhode Island, July 1954, on a vacation he and other 

members of the Dolphins had. Fish weigh 10 and 12 los. 

and are the traditional New England chowder fish. 
Photo by George Knobloch, Jr. 


BOTTOM—DARREL SCHIPPER, Minnesota Skin Diver Club 
with 181 pound Carp. Water temp. 56 degrees in Lek 
Minnetonka. Photo by Travis Keagle. 
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Washington... 


PUDGET SOUND 
MUDSHARKS 


By KABEZONE KELLEY 

The favorite spearfishing holes on 
Puget Sound have been strangely devoid 
of fish lately since the cold weather and 
hich tides have set in except for the usual 
resident hangers-on like bass, rock and 
kelp cod. 

[he octopus hunters are increasing in 
numbers and enthusiasm so guess Il] have 
to xo on record as beginning some legisla- 
tion for octopus protection to prevent 
complete extinction. Namely, something 
like preventing the use of breathing 
apparatus on octopus with tentacles under 
tw-lve feet and no more than two men to 
any single octopus and none to be taken 
while mating. This slaughter is getting 
ou! of hand even though it is unlawful 
to pierce them with a speargun or trident 
bu: still—those fried octopus dumplings 
are good. ** 


California... 


FRESNO SKIN DIVERS 
By NORM PIMENTEL 

This is our first appearance in this 
wonderful magazine. We are another in- 
land diving club. You'll have to give us 
credit for our interest in the sport. We 
manifest our extreme enthusiasm by driv- 
ing half the width of California to exper- 
ience the wonders and beauties of the sea. 
We thank the “Looney Gooneys” of Pa- 
cific Grove for the open armed welcome 
to meet and swim with them. 

We have been active for the past year. 
At our last meeting we elected and ap- 
pointed our officers: Doug Haigh, Presi- 
dent, Dick Brady, Vice President, both 
by unanimous vote. “Ginger” Sharp as 
Havenhill, a 


diver with many years experience, was 























est member of 
| receiving the 
club president. 
hoto by Travis 


Dolphins, Inc., 
Block Island, 
he and other 
10 and 12 Ios. 
chowder fish. 
Pe 


kin Diver Club 
egrees in Le 
agle. 


appointed as Safety Officer, and is also 
in charge of the training of junior mem- 
bers. Thanks to Dr. Havenhill we are 
well acquainted with “ye ole” Eustachian 
tube. Cliff Hanson is our technical ad- 
visor. This guy can really advise. His 
professon is making and using under- 
water cameras for deep water and oil 


wells. Carl Ruege is purchasing agent 


first class. Dick Brady and Ralph Me- 
Elroy are teamed together on the pub- 
licity end. Lastly, there is myself, I am 
historian. 
Our rivers and lakes offer us some 
pleasures, but will not compare with the 
sea for scenery and game. Our most re- 
cent sea dive was at San Clemente off the 
boat “Moray.” Oh, such beautiful water. 
If we but knew how Mohammed coaxed 
the mountain to come to him, we too, 
would have an ocean in our back yard. 
Cliff, Carl and Doug built and own our 
compressor. It is mounted on a trailer. 
Ready to take anyplace. We fill our tanks 
full in approximately five minutes. 








14 MIN. — 16 MM 
SOUND — COLOR 
“The Other End of the Line”’ 


Photographed by Fisher-Mathison 


Subject matter: Underwater life, spearing 
of small, medium and large fish. NON 
COMMERCIAL. 


Available on loan—free to clubs & groups. 
Request from — Adv. Dept. 
W. J. VOIT RUBBER CORP. 
P. O. Box 3068 
Los Angeles 54, California 
Please give alternate dates. 














TOP—FRANK WOLFF, vice-president of The Beachcomb- 

ers, looks down in the mouth, as he views a 35-Ib. ling- 

cod taken in the Seattle club's recent diving contest. The 

sure prize winner, taken by Wolff at the close of the con- 

test, was ineligible because he had volunteered as a 

judge for the day, and as such was not allowed to enter 
competition. 


MIDDLE—SAN FRANCISCO DIVING CLUB. . . Back row, 
left to right: Bill Mixon, Joe Boop, Fred Chapman. Front 
row—left to right: Ed Poe, Lee Kearney, Dick Shankel, 
George Formanek. Picture taken at Monterey, California. 
Sunday, November 21, 1954. Photo by Dick Shankel. 


BOTTOM—SOME of the Downey Abgrabbers with new 
patches on their Balboa's. 


Maine... 


COAST OF MAINE NEPTUNES 


By DON LAMONT 


The harbor seals have made their 
annual appearance in the bays and inlets 
along our coastline, and salt-water ice is 
being deposited at each tide on the mud- 
flats, marking the finale to a spearfishing 
year, our first as an organized club. 

We started out in March as a club with 
three members and planned our goal at 
thirty-five for 1954. We finished up the 
year with twenty members, but each one 
of them has contributed something to our 
club, and we realize now that one work- 
ing member is worth half a dozen non- 
working members. Our experience has 
been that all of our members are eager 
to help their club if they are given some- 
thing to do. 


At a recent club get-together, we 
showed a movie entitled “Underwater 
Demolition Team” borrowed from the 
Navy. It was a terrific disappointment; 
no underwater photography at all. 


Lew Joslyn dug his rubber suit out of 
a duffle bag the other day to show the 
advantages of that particular make. The 
suit was still soaking wet and speckled 
with sand, just the way it was when he 
took it off and shoved it in the bag two 
months ago. Guess Lew likes to buy a new 
rubber suit every year. >* 


California... 


SAN FRANCISCO 
DIVING CLUB 


By DICK SHANKEL 


Well. here’s another month gone by, 
with much cloudy water and heavy surf. 

We got off on a trip to Monterey in 
search of a wrecked airplane. We found 
the area where it lay. but between us and 
the diving area was much surf and heavy 
shorebreak. We tried getting through and 
with some luck made it. A few of us skin 
dived to the plane, which lay in about 
35 feet of not too clear water. Then some- 
one suggested we go back for the lungs 
for a closer inspection. 

We figured the only way we could get 
the lungs out and still have a base of oper- 
ation was to lash them into our 12 man 
life raft. Well, the idea was sound, but 
getting a rubber life raft, loaded with 5 
Aqua-Lungs, through the surf wasn’t as 
easy as expected, so we decided to get the 
raft past the breaker line and then swim 
out, with our lungs. join the raft and row 
to the diving area. “Sounds good,” every- 
one shouted—sounds good—that’s about 
all, we couldn’t even get the raft out past 
those breakers. Well, there went our lung 
dive for the day. 

But one thing is sure, everyone got a 
new set of muscles hauling lungs and 
equipment up and down the beach. * 
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California... 


GOLDEN GATE 
AQUA KNIGHTS 


(Formerly San Mateo Aqua Knights) 


By JIM POL 


Since our club has been diving for 
about a year and a half, I would like to 
give a short summary about conditions 
and diving on the mid-coast. The picture 
may not be complete but it is drawn from 
the experiences of members of my club 
and those people we have met. 

The equipment for extensive diving 
must be of cold water gear such as rub- 
ber suits, with heavy long underwear and 
wool socks worn beneath. Otherwise the 
type of fins, mask, breathing apparatus. 
etc., is up to the individual. This club 
would like to make a recommendation as 
to the tvpe of snorkel for use around kelp 
covered areas. We recommend the rubber 
type with no ball attachment. We find 
that it does not drag or become entangled 
in the kelp and it can be left strapped to 
the mask while you are using a lung as it 
is relatively smaller and more pliable 
than other types. Thus when your tank 
runs dry you can snorkel in without too 
much trouble. 

The best scenery and clearest water we 
have found is the Carmel-Monterey area. 
The water is almost always clear and the 
Monterey Bay is one of the best fishing 
spots along the coast. We can usually 
bring in fish of fifteen pounds. Abalone 
are at a depth of 25 to 35 feet but are so 
plentiful that three can be brought up at 
a time. The most common fish are ling 
cod, perch, rock cod, cabezone, halibut, 
wolf eels, and lately bat rays. 

Dangerous types of fish and animals 
are killer whales, sharks, and possibly sea 
lions during mating season. So far we 
haven’t seen sharks or killer whales while 
diving. As for the sea lions, they are our 
constant companions and inquisitive and 
playful animals. Even though we are used 
to them, it is still disquieting to have one 
pop up 5 feet from you and give the 
“What you going to do about it. Bub” 
stare. 

We find that Santa Cruz, during the 
summer, is the best spot for larger fish 
of about 25 pounds. There are more of 
them in shallower water than at Monterey 
but the water does not have the clarity 
and the scenery is not as good as the 
spots farther south. 

As for diving itself we find that because 
of the cold water (it averages 50 deg.) 
the energy requirements are high and so 
our time under water averages between 
25-45 seconds and the depth between 
15-45 feet. 

In closing I would like to ask you un- 
derwater camera bugs to drop us a hint or 
two via the Skin Diver as we are novices 
at this. 
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Chicago... 


ILLINOIS MASK & FIN CLUB 


By GEORGE H. SATNESS 


This last month has been a rather hectic 
one for the members of the Illinois Mask 
& Fin Club. We have been a very fortu- 
nate group to have as a new member, Mr. 
Don Chalmers, swim coach at Loyola Uni- 
versity. We hope that by the time spring 
and warm weather rolls around. that the 
entire group will be in condition and 
ready for the usual quota of lost out- 
boards. and other articles that have a 
habit of being lost overboard. 

We have a list of divers available for 
recovery service and light salvaging, as 
well as allied activities. so keep the follow- 
ing handy for references: George H. 
Satness, Telephone TUxedo 9-0517. This 
service will be available twenty-four 
hours a day. 

Skip Spanczak, Harry Van Us, Don 
Chalmers. “Mac”? MacMann, Jim Allen, 
Chuck Cooper, Jim Satness (the junior 
member). and yours truly, George Sat- 
ness have been active in working out at 
least once and most times twice a week. 
Good for the wind too. 

A pat on the back for Jim O’Brien and 
the fine iob he is doing with the “Hobby 
Den.” 8546 S. Racine. Chicao, IIl., get 
good pure air from him. On the north 
half of the city. watch the Cornelius Com- 
pressor fill your tank at 6801 Grand. 

Why bet your life on amateur 
ideas? >= 





TOP LEFT—Gary Keffler with 2 average ling cod. Pugtas) jy 
Sound Mudsharks. 
TOP CENTER—Frank Greeno, Long Beach Jr. Nep 
with 21 and 22 Ib. male sheephead speared at So 
Corona. Photo by Gary Blockley. 
TO? RIGHT—Jerold White, Azan Arbor Amphibian, ente 
the Huron River, Michigan. No spear needed here, | 
an ice pick. 
BOTTOM LEFT—25-Iib. Yellowiail taken at Eagle ® A hi 
Catalina Island, October 16, 1954. Art Koeller, speam oe 
fisherman, is president of the Water Bugs. ywas 
BOTTOM CENTER—Lone Star Dolphins, San Antoni 
Texas. Dolphin Charlie Stefano tries out his new suit in rly Pp 





neighbors pool. December 1954. de of 

BOTTOM RIGHT—Randolph Gill, of Trinidad, with a 
pound grouper, taken with a Cernia Sport C. attle, 
mber 
spite 


Oregon... 
io hi 


OREGON SKIN DIVE if Pre ta 

By RUSS WOLFPte lay 

The Oregon Skin Divers held theg20-lb 
regular monthly meeting and as_ tig eacl 
weather has been nothing but foul, litte pro 
has been done in the way of diving. DagRathe 
Payne, our musical member, has come pht to 
with an idea of a dance and entertaifpre. « 
ment to fill our coffers as an outboaqbosy | 
motor for our rubber raft, is a near realfey felt 
zation. Our dues were upped also to hefflividt 
things along. We now have 26 pavimlbs. ; 
members so it won’t take long. ough 
Our club received a very nice Xm@# ind: 
card from our good neighbors in Canadggrega 
The Vancouver Skin Diving Club. Weir av 
certainly hope to get together this comimpble fis 
summer for an “International” speafne (p1 
fishing contest. it) ; se 
We are the only active club in Oregq@ug Ki 
and our nearest competition is in SeaitTarpo 
The Mudsharks have sent us home muqn-edik 
wiser in the lessons learned so it is plaftte (p: 
that interclub meets help each other. ize, 1: 






























































| POINT, Washing:on—A group of Beachcombers Club members watch for the starting signal in the recent diving 
est held in the Seattle area. A? the far right are Dave, Sheila, Toni and Sue LeClercq who make diving a family 
affair. Toni, age 7, and Sue, age 9, did not enter the contest, but definitely had a close-up view. 
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BEACHCOMBERS 


By JOHN FRIARS 





y- 
shibian, ente 


ded here, | 

st Eagle ® . 4 e %e tive 
sealer, ena” highlight of this month’s club activ 
1" Bugs. ;was the diving contest held during the 


San Antoni 
s new suit ingtly part of the month on the southwest 
54 


4 with oe Of Alki Point inside the city limits of 
SportC. fpattle. The two-hour contest, for Beach- 
mber members only, was well attended 
spite of driving rain and heavy winds. 
 hundred-nineteen pounds of fish 
DIVER#re taken in the two-hour limit. Since 
3S WOLFete law in Washington limits each diver 
held the 20-lbs. and one fish, the day’s spearing 
nd as tit each individual entrant was a selec- 
foul, litte process. 





ving. DagRather than shooting everything in 
as come ht to build up an aggregate weight 
| entertaifpre. divers were forced to be more 
n outboaoosy and spear only those fish which 
near reakey felt were of winning size. Once each 

ilso to heflividual reached his personal limit of 
26 pavimlbs. and one fish, he was. of course, 
7 ough for the day. Prizes were awarded 
nice Xm@# individual fish weight, not on an 
in Canad@gregate weight basis. Winners and 
Club. Weir awards were: First prize, largest 

this comimible fish—Fred Giesa, 12-lb. 8-oz. Cabe- 
ial” speafne (prize—a new, full length Bel Aqua 
it) ; second prize, largest edible fish— 

in Orez@ug Kirhey, 9-lb. 11-0z. Cabezone (prize 
; in SeaitTarpon speargun) ; first prize, largest 
home muq@n-edible fish—Bob Aitkenhead, 25-lb. 
) it is plate (prize—Mignon speargun) ; second 
h other. Fze, largest non-edible fish—John 








Friars. 15-lb. skate (prize—pair of Salvas 
fins). Prizes were donated by Dave and 
Sheila LeClercq of Puget Sound Divers 
Company. 

Jetween two and three hundred spec- 
tators braved the adverse elements and 
viewed proceedings from shore. Club 
member Pete Leonard brought his cruiser 
out and anchored it just inside the diving 
area. Fish were weighed in on the cruiser 
and results announced over Pete’s loud- 
speaker. Fish were then shuttled to shore 
and lined up along the seawall for the 
spectators enjoyment. Saddest story of 
the day comes from Frank Wolff. club 
vice-president, who volunteered as one of 
the judges, thus becoming ineligible for 
Frank just 
away from the water, though. As the con- 


competition. couldn’t stay 
test ended he slid overboard. in a matter 
of 15 minutes strolled ashore with a 35-lb. 
lingcod—the largest and most ineligible 
fish of the day. 


Beachcomber members are looking for- 
ward to the forthcoming club _party- 
dance. The affair will be a masquerade 
with all club members and their guests 
coming attired as “denizens of the deep.” 
To give added atmosphere, the location 
will be a waterfront boatbuilding con- 
cern. A fishing boat under construction 
will grace the dance floor. Pieces of div- 
ing equipment will be awarded as door 
prizes and best costume prizes. >™ 








FLORIDA... 


Delegates from all the clubs of the Florida 
Skin Divers Association will m-et in Orlando, 
Florida, the third Sunday of February, 1955, 
at which meeting elections will be held for offi- 
cers for the Association for the succeeding year. 
Charter amendment will be adopted to change 
the elections from June to February in order 
to permit the next officers to get in on the 
“ground floor” and carry forward the summer 
tournaments without the interruption of the 
organization as was experienced last June. 

Harold J. Aycock, 
Chairman Florida Association A.A.U. 
(Skin Divers) 








Designed for, and by, Professional Divers 


The Amerman Weight Belt 


lock weights on 
belt wherever you 
want them — they 
can't slide. 


Heavy-duty, hard 
babbitt and lead — 
will not crimp, 


$8.95 






Each weight 
weighs two pounds. 


Special aircraft 
corrosion-resistant 4} 
safety buckle. 





Corrosion-proof 
brass bolt locks 
weight in place. 










Use dime or quarter 


The only 
easy-to-change, 
non-slip belt with the 
quick release buckle, 
Quick release 

buckle—one movement 

and the belt drops off. 





Extra wide 
special heavy duty 
nylon web belt. 
2-ton test. 
No C.0.D.'s— Check or Money Order, please. 
ORDER from Extra weights $2 each 


AMERMAN DIVERS SUPPLY 


Tommy Amerman, 7096 S. E. Hazel, Portland 6, Oregon 











HUTH SKIN DIVING CO. 


NOW OPEN 


Handling all the best lines of 


equipment. 


1707 W. Magnolia, Burbank, California 
Phone TH 8-6113 








Just Published! 


_/ SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


* and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 







A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 
Helmet Diving—Mask Diving—Self- 
Cc i and the 


~ d Diving E 





pone Latest Spearfishing 
74 Equipment and 
‘ i " Techniques. 
Re he yy 
\ \ : v7. ‘ 
, . In addition to ready made equipment now avail- 


your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 
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able, there are many practical hints on equip- 
\ ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 






































JERRY'S | 


. . e } 
Diving Equipment | 
| 
1036 Ave. ““C” Redondo Beach, Calif. 
FRontier 5-4977 


Aqua-Lung Tank Rentals 
Air Refills: -hr. tank, $1.25; 
1-hr. tank, $1.50. 


MARK VII CO2 Tank Gun 


Exclusive South Bay Dealer 
$47.50 
Tank exchange $2.00 


Send 15c¢ for new Catalog 
OPEN 8 TO 8 — 7 DAYS A WEEK 



















EXPERIMENTAL TOOLING 
RUBBER MOLDED PRODUCTS 
TOOLS, DIES AND MOLDS 


INVENTORS —- IDEA MEN — DESIGNERS 


What's new in the way of skin diving 
equipment? Do you have an idea for a 
better type of flipper, mask, etc.? If so, let 
me help you with your particular problem. 
Whether it is the Development, Manufac- 
turing or the Marketing of a new or old 
item, see me. 


PARK MFG., INC. 


2080 LAURA AVE. JEfferson 2178 | 
HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA 


Specializing in Molded Rubber Goods 














EVERYTHING! 
FOR 
SHIN DIVING 


UNDERWATER 
SPORTS SHOP 


5914 E. 2nd Street 
Long Beach 3, California 


Phone 907575 


Skin Diving is our Business— 
not our sideline. 








os + 
Virgin Islands 
“The Skin Divers Paradise” 
Clear, warm water all year round 
Plenty of fish and lobsters 


AQUA LUNGS — UNDERWATER CAMERAS 
for sale or for rent—tanks refilled 


Large stock of 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 
Cressi — Champion — Hurricane 
Pirelli — Squale — Voit — etc. 


Cc. & M. CARON 


“La Belle France” 
Main St. St. Thomas U. S. Virgin Islands 
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New York... 


SUBMARINE EXPLORERS 
By BOB BRAUN 


The cold water has just about put an 
end to our clubs diving until next year. 
Most of our diving will be confined to the 
nearby pools. 

At this month’s meeting several fine 
underwater films were shown. We have 
exhausted our supply of spearfishing 
films and would appreciate it if someone 
having access to films that we might 
obtain, would let us know about them. 
Our address is 102 Woodcrest Blvd., 
Kenmore 23, N. Y. 

We are sorry to hear of the sudden 
illness that our fellow diver. Paul Sutter, 
has come down with. 

At present we are having a member- 
ship drive and welcome applications 
from unattached divers in our area. 

We are offering one dollar for a copy 
of the first issue of the Skin Diver. 
Any takers? 


Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii... 


HONOLULU DEPTH DEVILS 
By BERT D. SEABOURN 

To most people, water is just a sub- 
stance used for drinking and bathing, 
but to Navv Chief Air Controlman 
Leonard G. Moody of Navy Air Trans- 
port Squadron EIGHT (VR-8), it is 
practically home. 

Holder of the Red Cross Water Safety 
Instructor badge, Chief Moody began 
and is still teaching a course in basic 
water survival for VR-8 air crewmen. 
He teaches lifesaving, breath control. 
artificial respirating, underwater swim- 
ming and safety jumping. He also 
teaches a basic non-swimmer’s course to 
any non-swimmer desiring to learn the 
art of swimming. 

His off-duty time is also spent in aqua- 
tic pursuits. One of the organizers of the 
Hawaiian Depth Devils—a spearfishing 
and aqualunging club at Hickam AFB— 
he has been vice-president of the group 
since its inception last year. 

In this capacity he organized another 
water training course. All Depth Devil 
members must undergo this basic indoc- 
trination in all phases of diving and 
swimming. “Anyone using a self-con- 
tained underwater breathing apparatus 
without first receiving instructions, is 
inviting danger and possible death,” 
states Chief Moody. 

An aqualung expert in his own right, 
the Chief is eminently qualified to super- 
vise such instruction. He spends much of 
his spare time underwater with his own 
diving gear. 

His two children, under their father’s 
expert teaching, are becoming proficient 
divers as well. James, the 11-year-old, is 
already lung-diving with his father; 
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CENTER—A DIVING FAMILY, VR-8 Navy Chief Leonc 
G. Moody (center), and his two sons, James (left), om Peli for 
Leonard, Jr. (right), spend much of their spare time for 
ploring the off-shore waters around Oahu. Eleven-yeo 


old James lung-dives with his father, but the young 
Moody sticks to the surface. Photo by Culverwell. 


BOTTOM—LOCKHEED Skin Diving Club at Anocom 
Island. Photo by Larry Albee. 
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TOP—WATER-GILL UNDERWATER RESEARCH TEAM, 

Catalina aboard the ‘‘Thunderbird.'' Left to right: Sc 

Dietrich, *‘Buzz’’ Daugherty, Bill Downs, Skipper o 

owner of the ‘‘Thunderbird,"’ Bob LeMaire and 

Lorenz. This team has made numerous deep dives 

ing regulators, suits and other equipment. Photo by J 
Cutting. 
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SURFERS—WATER SKI & GEN- tho is « 
ERAL WATER SPORTS enthusiasts flu). 1 
are cordially invited to send their f°" h 
contributions to The SKIN DIVER, Ftch e 
Box 128, Lynwood, California. ters. \\ 
ecreta 
ng an ¢ 
Leonard Jr., only three-and-a-half, is stihtes. T 
confined to surface swimming. hanks 1 

Mrs. Moody and little Leonard congob wel 
Oahu’s shores and beaches while ti One « 
other members of the family are comipf the ¢ 
ing the ocean’s floor. Collecting shells hglong th 
become a family project with tor! jet 
Moody’s, and they boast hundreds §ta). In 
beautiful and rare species, which aie righ 
found on the Islands shoreline. he be 






























Massachusetts ... 


MASSACHUSETTS AMPHIBS 


in Florida 
By PETE FRANKLIN 
Our president Leon Perra tells us that 
he was looking for barracuda in fifty feet 
on an expedition off Miami with Ed 
Fisher. He lured one within arb range 
by swimming away from it; turning and 
firing he missed but smashed his face 
plate with the recoil. He also enjoyed 
some reef diving with Ed and Ronny 
Ciesinski at Key West and fresh water 
swiniming in the big Crystal River spring 
and in Rainbow Springs. 
A second Amphib expedition to Florida 
also enjoyed a day of diving in Crystal 
iver. As many Skin Diver readers know, 
the ‘loor of the main spring hole is about 
Rhirty feet: from this point several shafts 
slan! off towards the unlit portions of the 
ave system. Two of these shafts with 
rig ns at different points in the spring 
floor meet in a dimly lit area. a maximum 
fof seventy feet deep. Our memories of 
rysial River include lunging with a 
lash |ieht in the dark portions of the cave, 
@yled Franklin taking a MSA rebreather 
Mo sixty feet in the double-shaft pit. and 
} ree diving into this pit. Next came a mos- 
Muito ridden night on Mullet Key. St. 
Pete: then a week of sleeping on the 
public beach in Key West. most of the 
~" days being spent in inshore divine. Of our 
-~ ne day on the deep water reefs we re- 
ember watching some monstrous shark 
pf some sort and spearing a couple of 
oravs and one 45-lb. nurse shark. Head- 
feng north again we stopped at six o'clock 
men the morning to swim over the Weeki 












































4 TEAM, MWachee spring hole. The heavy current 
ight: Sc os cc 

cle smurned back free diving at 55-feet. Our 

ire and BWo lunes did better. Ted Franklin getting 






p dives ; Ss 

Photo by 7 his mask kicked off at 80 feet. progress 
coming impossible at 110 feet. >= 

thief Leones 


os (left), ‘olifornia sate 


2are time 


a NEWPORT HARBOR 

ulverwell. 

” SUB MARINERS 

- Anocomg By JOHN MILLER 
With the coming of the new vear the 


Bnb-Mariners held an election of officers. 
The gavel was passed on to Bob Clark: 
- GEN- hho is one of the most active divers in the 
susiasts Pub. T hope that Jerry Spangler will hold 
d their #9" his new job as Vice President with 
DIVER, Puch enthusiasm as he has grabbing lob- 
* ters. My wife Joan and I were elected 
ecretarv-Treasurer, with Joan exchang- 
Pg an ab iron for a pen to write the min- 
alf, is stifites. The club hereby offers a vote of 
hanks to all of the out-going officers for a 

r1ard congob well done. 
while t§ One of the more adventurous members 
are compl the club, Ted Pedersen. was cruising 
x shells hg lone the floor of the ocean off the New- 
" etal Port jetty when he spied a big spider 
indreds @fa}. In the struggle to grab the crab in 
which agfe right place, Ted almost lost a finger. 
_ he beedy eyed crustcean weighed al- 















with a “SUIT YOURSELF” 


where. 


can assemble. 


simple instructions. 


106 “Shorty” ..... $13.95 
(Including Connecting Ring) 
106A Jumper a .. 440 
106B Pants only .... 7.00 





P.O. BOX 7155 _ 


How to beat the high eost of cold water? 


RUBBER SUIT KIT 


“SUIT YOURSELF" kits are the original, time tested 
kits and are preferred by experienced divers every- 


KITS NOW CONTAIN HOOD FOR OPTIONAL 
USE AT NO EXTRA COST. 
Check these exclusive features... 


@ Simply designed for freedom of movement and 
quick, easy assembly. ONLY 10 SEAMS. Anyone 


@ Extra tough rubber especially treated to be salt 
water and sun resistant. 


Kits are complete with precut rubber, cement, patches, 


seam roller, extra scrap rubber and detailed, 


Available at leading dealers everywhere in 
Southern California. 

Sizes S-M-L-XL. Unusual build requires special o-der. 
Specify neck-chest-waist-crotch to floor-height & we'ght. 


Elsewhere write for our illustrated brochure 


~SUIT YOURSELF tone Beacu 7, cau. 


105 Full Suit ..... $19.95 
(Including Connecting Ring) 


105A Jumper Only 10.00 
105B Pants Only ... 10.00 
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AQUA-LUNG SALES - SERVICE - REFILLS 
& INSTRUCTION 


Balsa & Fibreglas Surfboards 


LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 


‘Home of the La Jolla Skinsters”’ 


KENCO 


MASKS ° FINS e GUNS 
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GLencourt 4-3607 








most 7 lbs. and was 32 in. across. 

On Wednesday. November 17th. we 
obtained the facilities of the Beachcomb- 
ers Club in San Clemente. for our annual 
awards dinner. With the last bite of those 
delicious juicy steaks under our belts. 
Don Merker began to wear a path be- 
tween the podium and his seat. Among his 
trophies were the largest edible fish. a 
203 Ib. black sea bass and the largest in- 
edible fish. a 76 lb. bat ray. Ron copped 
a new trophy donated by the Waterwear 
Co.. for the Spearfisherman of the year. 


Blair Smith. after revealing a favorite 
spot. was presented with a trophy for his 
1014-lb. lobster. Bill Silzle, who led the 
expedition to San Simeon where he 
plucked a 10-in. abalone, gained our 
largest abalone award. Bill also with his 
many cameras took a picture of the surf 
on the rocks near Corona del Mar which 
earned him a trophy for the best picture 
of the year. Bob Clark was voted the mem- 
ber who did the most to make the club 
a success, and Ham Crum won the Hard 
Luck Trophv. = 
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MARAY 


Now! During the winter months 
the Maray is available for charter 
a ae ashes While visiting a quarry with them in 
Wisconsin, 
interesting items. \ 
lows: two cars, three trophys. some caves, 


WANTED— interesting photographs taken 
aboard the MARAY or underwater shots 
taken at Catalina. A free trip on the Maray 
in exchange for accepted pictures. All ma- 
terial returned promptly 


ry 

SKIN DIVING | 
the 
CHANNEL ISLANDS | 


* For the last two weeks our group has 
been diving with the MID-WEST AM- 
PHIBIANS from 
week out we had a slight mix-up of dates. 
we went out Saturday and they went out 


The 


Specially Equipped Cruiser 


e Racine. 


few 


Underwater Photography 
Stills or Movies 
© 
Aqua-Lungs 
Filled and Rented 
aboard boat 


MART TOGGWEILER 


257 Bay Bivd. 


Seal Beach, California on the can: 
over the top of the rubber glove. Thi 


LB 90-9070 or 8-9695 














New Jersey’s ture 
Complete Selection 
Swimfins - Masks Rubber Suits 
Snorkels Aqua-Lt uns 


ROBERT KISLIN’ S 








Sunday. 
showed up together. Our thanks to them 
for their invitation. 


ating. 
manufacturing or make of the pistol. 


cena, Minois .. . 


CHICAGO SUBMARINE 
EXPLORATION GROUP 


By DICK GUERINE 


and the most prized find of the day. an 
old flint-lock pistol with parts still oper- 
As yet we do not know the date of 


For those who are 
found a way of keeping our hands dry 
and warm no matter how cold the 
may be. We do this by putting a tin can 
under the wrist of our suits. then putting 
a pair of woolen gloves on and over them 
a pair of rubber gloves that will fit tight 


method has proven very satisfactory and 
has been tested to 100-feet with tempera- 
in the 
some other ideas we 
about them. 

Our group has now incorporated under 


Sporting Goods the “ 


Not for profit incorporation act of 
710 Main Street Asbury Park, N. J. 


oad the state of Illinois. 





BOLEX — LEICA — HOLIDAY 
$29.95 up — SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE 


Underwater Sports, Inc. 


Formerly Marineland, Inc. 


2219 BISCAYNE BLVD. PHONE 3-7966 MIAMI, 


cE Camera Cases 


FLORIDA 











New Jersey... 


UNDERWATER FISHERME 
OF NEW JERS 


By MIKE WAR 


OV Man Winter has just about brougt 
skin diving to a standstill here on th zen 
Jersey Coast with the North Atlantic akin, | 
ing up and water temperatures in th bear's, 
forties. Div Ait 

In the past season members of tikwect. 
U.F.N.J. did well against blackfish, wealper 
fish, fluke and the coveted striped baghnd ;h 
Three windy sisters, however, Car - 
Edna and Hazel did a lot to louse up t ie he 
bass fishing which had just begun to pej 
up... POW, the three hurricanes ma 
the New Jersey waters. poor at deg, °, 
miserable. The largest bass speared Bi’ h 
a club member during the summ iorld’s 
weighed 42 pounds, with the average k 95: 
running about 20 pounds. Four 

At a recent meeting, the guest spexkepau! X 
Mr. Paul Cherney. underwater photo Sixt 
rapher and technical advisor to the | nsfhis 6-1 
tute at Cannes. Mr. Cherney broug 
along three excellent films that were tik 
last summer with the aid of a Rebik 
“Torpedo” on diving expeditions in tipaisor 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Through the medium of celluloid 
members of the U.F.N.J. donned the 
face masks and enjoyed visability as th 
have never seen before. gliding in a The 
out of eerie sunken vessels and uncovege firs 
ine 2.000-year-old wine amphoras scaUr no! 
tered on the floor of the Mediterraneagie yea 
One film covered the exploits of tie hel 
sponge divers of Jerfa. who dive tofpstalle 
depth of 70 or 80 feet and stay down {@ Also 
as long as six or seven minutes .. . all thfoted i 
without even the aid of a face mask. Mgo be a 
Cherney pointed out, however, that tind bit 
life span of these human fish is only abofhost o1 
30 years. at th 

Following the films. new officers wefhat the 
elected for the coming year. Howaf Even 
Roland of Asbury Park. head of the \@Aberab 
Jersey Water Safety Council was electyery y 
president and Nick Nosach. Lyndhut#nd wa 
accepted the vice president post. OthiNoveml 
club officers are Cal Smith. Red Batlim Ty: 
treasurer; Bob Cabeen, Little Silver. cdhas we 
responding secretary: and Mal Ker. Sfyeryo; 
Girt. recording secretary. °*™ few 
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(SKIN DIVING SHOP) 
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DOLPHIN MANUFACTURING CO. ss [e:: 


MFG’S RUBBER SPEARFISHING SUITS 
SUITS ARE DRY TYPE— FRONT ENTRY — HOOD — MOULDED BOOTS 


AIR REFILLS [° »a 
at we 
h well 


DELUX PURE GUM - KELP COLOR - $42.50 Over 
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ent al: 

If custom built suit desired—head, chest, waist, hips, crotch to floor, foot in inches, wrist, height, and weight required fiy,.rs f, 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED—If no dealer in your area write for information. they te 

OPEN DAILY TILL 6:00 P.M.—CLOSED SUNDAYS eekenc 

9642 EAST ARTESIA BOULEVARD Phone TOrrey 6-2185 BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA tid 
Was ¢ 












Minnesota... 


ERME 
JERS 


E WAR 


MINNESOTA SKIN 
DIVING CLUB 


By R. T. KEAGLE 
t brougl 
‘e on t§ Youngest member of the Minnesota 
antic ac&kin Diving Club, Jim Homer, age 14- 
es In Ulears, received the first prize of a junior 

Div\ir from the club president, Bob 
rs of tweet. The largest carp taken in our sum- 
ish, Weainer contest this year was 20-lb. 4-oz. 
ped band this won Jim first prize. 


rr, ( a : . 
rs " Second prize was won by R. T. Keagle. 
se up , ‘ 
0m : “ho had a 20-lb. 2-0z. carp and won an 
y 
inf Peinderwater watch case. 
nes fla hee Ms > 
at peg. Loird prize of a spear went to Duane 
eared pmih for a 15-lb. carp. Smith holds the 
sum d’s record of 2814-lb. carp taken in 
erage k 99::. 


Fourth and Fifth—13-lbs. each went to 
t speckfpau! Wurdman and Darrell Schipper. 


r photo§ Sixth place was taken by Al Tlam for 
the Insfhis 6-lb. carp. 
broug 
vere tik 
1 Rebik 


yns in talifjornia.. 


DOWNEY ABGRABBERS 


luloicd t 

ined the By JOHN NAST 
ity as th ; 

1¢ in ag The December meeting was called on 


1 uncoveghe first Monday of the month. We had 
oras scar nominations for officers to serve for 
terraneaghe year 1955. On Jan. 3 the election will 
ts of te held and the new officers will be 
dive tonstalled. 

down {@ Also at the December meeting the club 

_ all tfoted in the establishment of a trophy, 
mask. Mgo be awarded monthly in the summer. 
-. that t§nd bimonthly in winter months. to the 
only abofmost outstanding catch. It is anticipated 

at the competition will be keen, and 

icers weghat the trophy will stimulate interest. 

Howa Even with cold weather and water, the 
of the N@lberabbers still go diving somewhere 
yas electivery weekend. The Thanksgiving week- 
yndhurgnd was the biggest in the month of 
ost. Oth aes Bob Pasqua, Leon Brkich, 
Red Batlim Turpin. R. D. Keays, and Tom Hilli- 
silver. cas went to Palos Verdes Saturday. 
| Ker. S€veryone got a limit of lobsters and quite 
few abalone. Bob Pasqua and Leon 
brkich are still arguing about which of 
hem got the largest lobster. Bob’s 
veizhed a little over 11-lbs. and Leon’s 
kas about 2-oz. lizhter, but Leon’s lob- 
: ter had lost a feeler and he insists that 
EFILLS ; 
at would have made the difference. 
h well, it’s all in fun. 
Over the same weekend Ray Welland 
ent along with a large group of skin 
>quired fivers from all over the Los Angeles area. 
hey took full advantage of the 4-day 
reekend and got in lots of fishing at 
uerto Penasco on the east side of the 
ORNIA “— ; 3 ‘ 

ul’ of California. According to Ray. 

------f was a very pleasant trip; well worth 


-——— = 4 





California... 
MEN-O-MAR CLUB 
By CHUCK NEWBURY 


We, of the Men-O-War have had our 
share of the fun these past few months, 
both in and out of the water. Boat-diving, 
shore-diving, night-diving, “Lung-div- 
ing.” and just plain diving, have been 
part of the frolic, but equally important 
has been our get-togethers on meeting 
nights. However. we wish to pass over 
a detailed report in favor of a more ser- 
ious subject about which we are think- 
ing and discussing. It is this: 

In skin diving. America has found a 
new and exciting sport: one that is here 
to stay. As the novelty wears off. and as 
more experience develops. we believe that 
all organized clubs will join hands, and 
under the leadership and tutorage of the 
Council. the Scripp’s Institution. the Fish 
and Game Commission. and others. em- 
bark upon a constructive program of Fish 
Conservation and Replinishing. We be- 
lieve that by making an intelligent and 
concerted attack upon all enemies of game 
fish. we divers can play a major role in 
making our coastal water a paradise for 
pole fishermen as well as ourselves, and 
have fun in doing it. 

Of course. the idea is not new. “Oper- 
ation Starfish” was the forerunner and 
took place a year ago. Almost every issue 
of Skin Diver has had something on the 
subject. but brothers. “we ain’t seen noth- 
ing vet.” if our “crvstal ball’ tell us true. 

We mention all of this to show that we 
are voluntarily giving serious thought to 
the matter and are confident that other 
clubs are doing the same. Club president. 
Bob Givens has suegested that our tro- 
phies in °55 eo for “the largest inedible 
fish of prey.” This will probably be voted 
in at our next meeting. 

Club artist Evelyn Graves. pokes a little 
fun at us in her cartoon about the school 
of fish. We enjoy it so much that we are 


sending it. > 





Whal conden of inlelligene iis 
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the 600 miles they drove each way. 

| almost forgot to tell about our Nov. 
15th meeting. It was family night. the 
boys all brought their wives and girls 
along. We had four movies, refreshments, 
and a whale of a good time. ™ 








DO‘IT YOURSELF 
Underwater Camera 
Box Castings 
Waterproofed 
(Impregnated) 
4,3 or 543 inside dim. 


| Box may be adapted for your own camera: 
Reflex, Miniature or Motion Picture 


| Are Lal 


10364 STATE STREET 
LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


























TO OUR UNKNOWN 
FRIENDS! 


The thousands of divers who 
patronize DAVCO dealers, ex- 
tends best wishes for good div- 
ing in 1955. 


D. L. DAVIS CO. 


3510 Manor St. 
Los Angeles 39, California 


The WEST’S most extensive 
stock of equipment 
































EXHAUST INTAKE 


rahe dhs 
“ft, lr TT ddddeadaadaadaaddidatecr ey) Apel 


FITS INTO ANY AQUA LUNG TYPE 


AND HOSE ASSEMBLY 
WITH NO ALTERATIONS 


s “p00 


A SET 





From Your Dealer 
Or Postpaid From 


MAR-MAC 


INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVE. Dept.S-1 
HAYWARD.CALIFORNIA 


LLANELLI 
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New thrills await you with 


AMERICAN SEASHELLS 


By R. TUCKER ABBOTT 


This beautiful big book, 541 pages plus 
80 pages of color and black and white 
plates, paintings and drawings, covers 
definitive identifications of some 1500 
varieties on Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf 
Coast Shores. 


Don't miss it! A big $12.50 value. 


order from 


THE SKIN DIVER 


P. O. Box 128-AS Lynwood, California 








“Home of the Illinois Mask & Fin Club” 


SATNESS 


Frogman Supplies 


6801 W. GRAND AVENUE 
CHICAGO 35, ILLINOIS 
TU 9-0517 
Aqua-Lungs, DivAir, Desco Lungs 
All types suits, masks, snorkels, fins, 
floating knives, Flotos, Res-Q-Paks 
Rubber, gas and spring powered spearguns 
Compressors, gas or electric 
Books, clean diving air 
Catalog 25c—refunded on order 
Lung instruction, Safety procedure included 
“*Coldbar’’ Frog Suit Kits, full coverage $19.95 
Easy Pay Plan Discount to Clubs 

















San Diego 
Area 
Skin Divers | 
© 





Buy Aqua Lungs, any rubber suit, any 


spear gun or accessories—no down pay- 
ment—30 days before first payment. 

e 
SPORTS DEN 
| 120 W. Main St. 
El Cajon HI 4-7072 
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Texas... 


LONE STAR DOLPHINS 


By BOB SPRINGER 


Another month gone by without any 
fish stories. Don’t know if it’s due entirely 
to the bad weather at the coast, or if the 
hunting season opening recently has any- 
thing to do with it. Only reports are a 
Buck apiece for Bob Hamilton and War- 
ren Laidley. Incidentally, both the Laid- 
ley brothers, Warren and Oren leave this 
month for California. Oren has just com- 
pleted a tour of duty with the Air Force. 

A bunch of the boys did whoop it up 
a little bit this past weekend (4-5 Dec.) 
at Edge Falls. From reports received by 
this reporter sounds like a good place to 
hold a club outing. Dolphins exploring 
this potential were: Jim Wysong, Char- 
lie Stefano, James Parker, and Zane 
Price. 

We are now displaying a tropical fish 
aquariam in our Clubhouse thanks to 
Zane. It fits very nicely between the Deer 
and Moose heads. Fine trophys indeed 
for a spearfishing club. Dolphins take 
notice! 

Arrangements have been made with 
the manager of the Majestic Theater for 
a display of all types of equipment used 
by the Club in connection with the show- 
ing of “20.000 Leagues Under the Sea.” 
This should be of interest to all members 
since “Aqua-Lungs” are used through- 
out this picture. 

Through the generosity of Bob Hamil- 
ton’s brother John (owner and operator 
of the Cathay House) all Dolphins have 
been tendered an honorary membership 
in his private club. To all Dolphins who 
have not yet taken advantage of this gen- 
erosity would like to say it rates number 
one with this reporter. >> 


Michigan ... 


BATTLE CREEK AQUA CLUB 
By R. D. CONKLIN 


The officers in this newly organized 
club are Ken Williams, vice president; 
Paul Keinast, secretary-treasurer; Tom 
MacCalla, training chairman; Charles 
Guemple and Rodney Griggs, inspectors 
and Bob Mowerson, instructor advisor. 
R. D. Conklin, president. 

Our first meeting was held in October, 
1954. with 14 charter members present. 
We have the use of a fine city owned pool 
every Tuesday night and have set up a 
schedule which will last most of the win- 
ter months. The first few months of our 
activities will consist of passing the Red 
Closs Life Saving Course, getting mem- 
bership cards, jackets and emblems. 

Thoughts for next summer: Spearfish- 
ing rough fish in local lakes, a day div- 
ing at Lake Michigan, visiting other 
clubs. or just a get-together potluck pic- 
nic. Any ideas are welcome. 


California... Califo 


POMONA VALLEY 


SKIN DIVERS 
By RALPH STALLARD 
Through the efforts of several divers,J “Pe 
Ken Roberts, Ray Torry and Chuck Phiis. }us all 
ter there was more than enough Lobster, | very 7 
Abs, Scallops and fish to be served along} lina 0 
with the Potluck dinner we had the first{ most | 
Wednesday of this month of December,f! gues 
This dinner was put on to raise money for} year @ 
club emblems. Attended by well ove: af other 
hundred people of Pomona Valley. Such}of wi 
as Sportsman George Beaman of Pomwunaf Go: do 
and Mr. Tweedy Stone of Upland. Mr, Dottie 
Beaman showed film taken on one of hisf (Of « 
many fishing trips to Guaymas and ‘hefthe F 
Gulf of Mexico. He told us that thesef this se 
waters are heaven for the skin dive rsf proud 
and his pictures showed us what we co ild§ rell an 
expect to see when we are able to tak» aj mers 
week or two off and take this 800 milepwho i 
ride. dari ec 
Mr. Stone showed his film which hef We 
took when he signed on a Tuna Clipperfinow. | 
at San Diego. They sailed down the coasi{son: | 
of Mexico then on south about 700 m lesf break 
off the coast of South America. Wefme th 
learned that it takes as many as three}Lots « 
men and poles to land one large Tuna with broucl 
any amount of speed. which is needec inficentlv. 
this commercial operation. It’s mostlyfas “Su 
hard work with no sport involved. time. S 
Bill Sportel has a good lead on point for ve: 
for the trophy for December. His largestf The 
fish for this month is a twenty-three pound bers h; 
sheepshead. suits s 
Your club editor is planning a trip tofbusy. | 
Guaymas in May or June and would like§the Aq 
to hear from any diver who thinks he 
would be heading that way during thal 
time. We plan to make this a family affair. 
Any tips on making this trip by car will 
be welcome. 





Califor 


California... 


AQUA EXPLORERS = 
By GORDON A. DOWNING aoe of | 
Now that the cold water has separated . 


> h 
the men from the boys, the Aqua Ex; anti 
plorers of Oxnard have a regular grouj ane 
going out every weekend. We have bee 
gtr, ese and a} 
hitting the Carpintria Reef for bugs ani es 
and also the Bass Rock and Solromag ‘ 
Area record 
agg > i lina la 

The club made a trip to Mexico ove a 


the Thanksgiving weekend. We hit th oie 
Punta Banda area and also Santo Tomas Pale ; 
We found extremely rough water all the “Tack 
way down but did manage to get a few “awe 
bugs to keep the boys happy about thd 
trip. _ a 
On the past weekend we found it idea ae . 
all around with the water being clear 4 = ’ 
a bell and the wind down to a minimum] °!’T¢ 
We managed to get a little of everythin * ae 
on the weekend with one diver getting : ese 
limit of bugs. on Mg 
Time to go. Don’t take any leaky rubj, * 
ber suits. = =~ 
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THE AQUA FAMILIAS 


By GERRY KENNEDY 


ALLEY 
VERS 


LLARD 
divers} “Pardon me for bragging!” It made 
k Phis. Jus all very proud when our very small and 
obster, | very new club won the free trip to Cata- 
d along lina on the “Herbie Too.” for taking the 
he first most prizes per club in the recent derby. 
ember} 1 guess we will have to work harder next 
ney forf year as I hear we only nosed out several 
overs afother clubs by one winner. Our line-up 
y. Such}of winners are: Darrell Gath, Stuart 
Jomuna} Gordon. Pat Harrelson, Jake Frazier and 
nd. Mr. 2Dottie Frazier. 
e of his! (f course, we expected great things of 
and thefthe Fraziers as they are old hands at 
it thesefthis sort of thing, but we are specially 
dive rs, prod of two of our junior members Dar- 
ve co ild§ rell and Stuart for winning prizes in the 
) tak» af mers division, and also of Pat Harrelson 
00 milegwho is a new comer to the sport and 
dared good at it, I might add. 
hich hef We have two new boats in the club 
Clipperfinow. Both the Fraziers and the Harrel- 
he coasifsons (lucky people), have acquired 
)0 m les¥ breakwater transportation and thev tell 
ca. Wefme that the diving is good out there. 
as three?Lots of fish. Even my husband Bob. 
ina withf brought home a nice white sea bass re- 
-edeci ingicentiv. I'll soon be able to see for myself. 
mostlyfas “Suzy” is due to arrive at Christmas 
1. time. Seems like I’ve been out of the water 
n point for vears. 
s largess’ The Brandmeiers. our two newest mem- 
e pound}bers have just finished their new rubber 
suits so it looks like 1955 should be a 
1 trip tofbusy. happy skin diving year for all of 
yuld like§the Aqua Familias. = 
‘inks he 
ing thal 
ly affair 


car will LONG BEACH 
JUNIOR NEPTUNES 


By TOM CROSSMAN 


California... 





DRERS Last month was a big one é 
ray NEI _was big one for at least 
sagone of the Junior Neptunes. Frank Greeno 

pparated ; ee 

~ {who hadn’t been diving for about 2 

qua kx Steen ere 
a aan months, was working in about 35 feet of 
we been ater at Corona when he shot a 21-lb., 
cial and a 22-lb. sheepshead. The 22 pounder 
alee set a new club record. breaking the old 
record of 20-lb. set by Gary Howe at Cata- 
lina last year. Gary Blockley also got a 


‘ico Ove, . : 
fair male sheepshead last month. His 


hit thy. é 
weighed in at 14 lbs. It was taken at 
> Tomas - 
a Palos Verdes. 
et a few, Jack. McNeal, Tom Crossman, Bob 


Evanoff and Gary Howe recently returned 
from a trip to Catalina. Bob got some nice 
bugs and Gary got a couple of sheeps- 
head and a Calico Bass. Several large 
leopard sharks were spotted, but when 
speared they shed the barbs as easily as 
a duck sheds water. Tom did manage to 
spear one small one though. It weighed 
| yfo-lh. Some nice pink abalone were also 
aky ruby 

taken, > 


bout thd 


1 it idea 
clear 
inimum) 
erything. 
setting 4 














| 
LIGHT! 


SUPREME 
DIVERS 


MOUTHPIECE 


(Patent Pending) 


It's 
SAFE! 


it's 
NEW! 





* Light weight for extra comfort 
* Oversize bite retained for extra safety 
* One-piece scientific construction 
* Sturdy, light weight rubber 


* Built-in non-return clapper valves keeps 
water from entering regulator mechanism 


* Neck band holder clasps for added safety 


* Extra check valves keep tubes clear of 
all impure gases 


Mouthpiece Only — $14.95 
With Bellows Tube — $17.95 


POSTAGE PREPAID 
Choice of 40” or 58” overall length 





LESS $5.00 TRADE-IN 
For your old mouthpiece 











Supreme Divers 
2036 N. Front St. 
Philadelphia 22, Pennsylvania 





DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR 
INQUIRIES INVITED 























PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 

American Representative: 
GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 
c/o Skin Diver Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 


One Year Subscription—$5.00 
Manuscripts and photographs from the 
U. S. and Canada welcomed. 














HERB SAMPSON’S HIGH GRADE PRODUCTS 


Movie camera cases Safety power heads Fine underwater guns 
Detachable heads — Underwater ‘anil cases 

SOLD BY DR. NELSON E. MATHISON 

3515 E. Ist Street, Long Beach, Calif. 

| Phone L.B. 82851 














TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 


THE 


SAMPSON 
PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 


Designed for the Bell & 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 


100’ roll cameras and 


ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 





Elgeet’s 3-D system. 


SAMPSON MACHINE WorkKS 


SKIN DIVER—JANUARY —3l 


1610 Newport Blivd., 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 
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J PELAGIANS 
M E L V Aqua Si h Of? By JACK MERTZ 
The Pelagians, prominent skin diving 


club of the South Bay area, held an Pu 
1911 So. Catalina Ave. organizational meeting at the home of } Sout! 
Redondo Beach, Calif. | Bill Tinsley, 5217 Vanderhill Road in shar} 
Phone Redondo Beach, on Wednesday, Novem- } yentt 

FRontier 5-6714 or 5-6327 : 


ber 10, 1954. givin 
CORNELIUS PORTABLE COMPRESSORS A great many things were accom-] a ga 
DESCO LINE 


plished at the meeting, including adci- } diver 
HOPE-PAGE NON-RETURN VALVE tions to the constitution, plans for forth- } tiyne. 
FOR AQUA-LUNG 


coming trips, meets, and social events. Bara 
SCOTT HYDRO-PAK 


Present members of the club include | mem! 
SPRING GUNS — CO2 GUNS 


Dick Milanowski, President; Bob Wl- ¢ SEA 
WE RENT ... 


liams, Ted Myers, Bill Tinsley, Buddy Th 
Tarr. Al Tarr. Jim Russell, Jack Mertz. [ ion o 
| 
| je AQUA-LUNGS %* MASKS 
| je SPARE TANKS % SNORKELS 














and Earl Lewis. D vir 
Plans are being formulated for inf rathe 
increased membership during the coming } drive 


% ARBALETES % SWIMSUITS year, and the club shows great promise { enter 
of becoming one of the outstanding skin { er: cc 


diving clubs in the South Bay area. The | Tetuz 
Pelagians were formed for the organizd J Gery 
activities of Sport and Research off With 


| *% FINS 


STORE HOURS: 
10 to 6 Mon. thru Sat. 





























Expert Pool Instruction (Open Fri. till 8) And that darned big fish got : : é | 

On Use of Aqua-Lung 9:30 to 12:30 Sundays nema onli way “ae Weal” Marine Life. Plans are also being cul-§ large: 
= aia : ; minated for membership in the Caii-} hi- et 
fornia Council of Diving Clubs. He is 
Visit Capt. T. A. Hampton Phone 298 We are looking forward to a year of Meme 
IN HAWAIl .. . British Underwater Centre, Dartmouth, vigorous activity, as well as competitive | al’. H 
J All types of Devon, England and social association with other skin arrow 

, ratu ailable to members. “—_ ° ° 
IT S Wiercne Beate fom 18° to 26° Wierd Coulee diving groups in the South Bay area and § 2¢!n¢ 
Aqua-Lungs—P. 40 AIR AND OXYGEN other areas of Southern California. > Appa 
To members — P. 37-7-6d RECRARGING crevic 

2401 KALAKAUA, WAIKIKI MEMBERSHIP — TRAINING — EXPEDITIONS . ’ 

o 4 California... half | 
the fis 





———— Se ome SAN DIEGO SEA DOGS} ,.,., ¢ 


By DARBY HABERERN ITV 
S K I N D i Vv E R S H E A D Q U A R T E R Ss “Down to the es with the Sea Dogs,” bites 


in the Heart of the Florida Keys our slogan, typifies the feeling of the Incid 
members of our new but active club. From] 2004 
the turnouts at our wet meetings it ap- 


a h oO rse motel pears that we are attaining our objective | Califo 
se of having an active organization of en- 


thusiastic skin divers. Our President is 





Special Summer rates as low as $3.50 a couple with private bath. Chuck Boswell. V.P. Jim Riley. Treas. 
Complete line of diving equipment, compressed air, tackle and boats. Nick Mann and Secy. Darby Haberern. Ar 
We are all anxiously awaiting the big} satisfe 
Adjacent to 8,000 foot airstrip San Diego inter-club meet in January} Prexy. 
Box 227 Located on Gulf of Mexico Owned and operated by and are keeping in practice with at least into a 
Phone 4541 Marathon, Florida Wes and Cal Bartelt one or two wet meets per month. We have} event 








RR A a Sk 4 : several husband and wife combinations § Bob S$ 
TTT EEE WwW PUCULULLELLLLLLCLLL LLL CULE Le VO in o“— club— Dick McLean is still eee the & 
“cica aaeeataa ars bling to himself because his wife Glenda} escape 
outdid him with a 10 lb. guitarfish. Ha-] lete sh 
berern last month brought in a 34 Ib.] by onl 
halibut. The president made the unhappy} As | 
discovery that yellowtail have a tough} not hi 
skin by seeing three or four long shots} contin 
$3.00 — 1 Year $5.00 — 2 Years $4.00 —_— Foreign (1 Year) bounce off them. Wallv Glynn. how: hope c 
ever, made the catch of the month hy] ample 
dragging singlehanded from the surf,} have 








HS 


The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lyinwood, California 














a ee ee _—_ ss: NEW) (RENEWAL : é 
— * ys after a terrific battle, an elusive mask hef of 195 

nee ee es a aa on _ : had lost several minutes before. Twe 
Any interested divers in the area, ama-{ are th 

city. empanainiien —- a ee teur or expert, are invited to attend our} W10 a 











meetings and beach competitions. Fur-| prove 
GUS 68 ANSTANSH. —— — ther information may be had from the] bers a 
HUN EUANUEN ANNEAL TUL TT TLL TL president whose phone is AC-3-7641. — becom 
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ANS SEA LANCERS OF 
ERTZ SANTA MONICA sea pests 


diving By GENE DANIELS 


Id an Punta Penasco, Mexico, 550 miles 
me of } Southeast of Los Angeles, felt the razor 
ad in | sharp spears tips of some of the more ad- 
ovem- } yenturous Sea Lancers over the Thanks- 
giving weekend. Apparently it was quite 


Recommended by THE SKIN DIVER . 


Published by the University of Miami Marine Laboratory, 
439 Anastasia Avenue, Coral Gables 34, Florida. 75c per copy. 














iccom- | a gathering with as many as 50 skin 
° . “J. . “3 . ee o >] Y af y “ = a vd ee 
adci- | divers and families having quite a gay L°EAU ET LA VIE SOUS-MARINE 
forth- | time. Many clubs were represented. Bill French Magazine for Spearfishermen and Skin Divers 
nts. Barada. John Logan, Gary Hall. and new 
= ‘ : Write to: Roger Foucher-Creteau 

nclude | member Gill Moore ably represented the Subscription for One Year: sees Sh 
» WI ¢ SEA LANCERS. $2.00 (U.S.A.) . Se Seas, Spas 

* , ‘ ° angier (Morocco) 
Budcy There was quite a difference of opin- 








Mertz, [| ion on the merits of Penasco for Skin 
D ving. President John Logan with a 
or on} rather sad face says “it is a long. lone 
omiig }] drive over a hot dusty desert and then on : IN 
romise | entering the water. a wet but dusty des- 
g sk nj er continues!” John landed a fair size 
a. The | Tctuava but still doubts if he will return. 


aniz-d | Gery is on the other side of the fence. \ : &s \ oa Q UIPMENT 








ch off With a 40-lb. grouper in his tube, the ‘A, Oh \ everything under water 
Zc I la gest fish caught during this weekend. FLASH—— New “ADE SnorkeLung” $19.50 
Caii-} his enthusiasm, as always. is undaunted. , " 
He is already talking about returning on Unicellular Frog Suits $19.95 “S-38”" lung $39.00 
ear of ¢ Memorial Day. Barada has the best tale of 20 Lung Models——$20.00 and up 
etitive | al!. He swears that he fired only THREE 2 onl Write for FREE literature to: 
r skin § arrows and landed FIVE groupers aver- AMERICAN DIVING EQUIPMENT CO. 
ea and§ aging 15-lbs. each! Even has witnesses! MAX GENE NOHL, Pres. Milwaukee, Wis. 
— Apparently he located grouper deep in a 


crevice. After an easy shot it was a good 

half hour before he was able to extract 
the fish and then found that he had strung 

OGS two fish on two different occasions. I'm 

-RERN § sorry to report that I am not one of the AQUA- LU NG RE ii LLS 

Dogs.” | Witnesses. But they all swear it’s true! 

of the § Incidentally, good weather prevailed with Complete Line of Skin Diving Equipment 


From 2004 road all the way. = 


it ap- Lyle A 


jective | California... 
c\o~ waaesues ff HOSKIN & SON 
‘Tre 7 By BERNIE KEACH 

reas. mer ; 2527 WEST COAST HIGHWAY -:- NEWPORT, CALIF. 


berern. { recent trip to Catalina proved highly 
the big Satisfactory to Art Koeller. “Water Bug” om? Sa 6 


anuarv§ prexy. He was fortunate enough to tie 
at least into a twenty-five pound yellow tail. and 
ve have § eventually landed it with an assist from 
nations{ Bob Sadorf. Art was fortunate because 
| mum- the gyrations of the fish in trying to PHONE EXbrook 6-4266 - 9-4464 - 6-8484 UNDERWATER SUPPLIES 
Glendaf escape unscrewed the head of the arba- + enurr 
sh. Ha- lete shaft to a point where it was held on Water Gill Products o 
34. Ib. | by only two or three threads. as 2547 Lincoln Blvd. 
nhappy As is the “Water Bug” custom. we will : : ‘ 
tough} not hibernate during the winter but will Venice, Comtennte 
¢ shots | continue our diving activities with the iis ja purified "By — ais aia ( 
how: } hope of filling our home freezers with an Rubber Suits Frog Feet - Masks 
nth by} ample supply of “bugs.” Beach meetings — Quick Repoie 
e surf,}have been planned up through May 
nask he} of 1955. 
Two new members recently initiated 
a. ama-'are the Harris brothers. Sam and Sol, 
nd our{ Who are ardent skin divers and should 
s. Fur-] prove assets to the club. The older mem- 













































r 100 cu. ft. by actual 
test for health’s safety. 
You taste tt 


Bay Area Dealers for DOLPHIN Rubber Suits 
Charter Service — Skin Diver - Fishing 
Beginners: See Bob Lorenz for advice and expert help. 
Romp with Father Neptune and the Mermaids!! 


EVERYTHING FOR SPEARFISHING 


om the} bers are delighted that they decided to The Thrilling Year-Around Sport Visit the fascinating underwater world 
4.1. =. become associated with us. 
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SO-CAL DIVERS CO. 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT — SALES — SERVICE — PURIFIED AIR SUPPLY & RENTALS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT TO YOUR DESIGN 


VICTOREEN & 
rrave NAME GEIGER COUNTERS 
STORE HOURS 12008 So. Vermont STORE HOURS 


Sat. 7:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 
endings and Matidiee LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. Weekdays 
7:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. Phone Plymouth 6-2322 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 









































WESTERN JET 


Powerful New C02 The Only Gun that is 

Cartridge Type Gun Ack your siege 4 = Western Jet Guaranteed for its life 
r 

@ ¥,” Solid steel shaft WESTERN TOOL & SALES ®@ Out-shoots, out-kills 

@ Positive safety P. O. Box 743, Westminster, California all rubber type guns 

®@ Automatic line release 





@ Hardened detachable Sabre head 




















NOW- 


Light Weight . . . Easy to 
Put On and Take Off... 


se NEW suits by Waterwear incorporate all 
e desirable features wanted in any diving suit. : 
© 4colors... Sea foam Green, Waterwear Blue, Golden 
Yellow and Ebony. 
Warm... even in coldest water. 
Increased strength for longer life. 
Will noi deteriorate. 
Corrosion-resistant zippers. 





_ NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
THE SEAL SUIT 
Made of the finest two ply rubber LA JOLLA SUIT 
qvallable. This suit ls cusigned te DISTRIBUTED THROUGH: 


give maximum freedom of move- Unsurpassed for diving comfort... 


ment with minimum resistance to U. Ss. DIVERS CORP. Full leg and waist zippers for easy 


the water. No extra charge for 
special sizes. 1045 Broxton Avenue entry. 


Long Suit $54.95 Short Suit $44.95 Los Angeles 24, California Suit complete with hood. . 





~ 
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Bud Abernathie of 
the So. Calif. Skin 
Divers, winning 
team at 1951 Laguna 
I \fots Ce} eet MES) of=tote tt Jeu 
fing Championship, 
with his Arbalete 





McComack, 


Paul 


first-prize winner of 


, the 1952 Midwinter 
o Skin-Diving Derby, 


; with his Frogman 
i Suit, Squale Mask, 
Arbalete and catch. 



















HIGHEST QUALITY 
DIVING EQUIPMENT 





The AQUA-LUNG is used by all 





navies ... the ARBALETE wins all 








contests .. . The FRENCH MASKS, 












made of pure gum rubber, features 
a SHATTERPROOF glass and ‘'seal 
100% onthe face... The FROGMEN 
SUITS are the favorite among the 
Aqua-Lung divers whose require- 
ments are the most exacting . 
Our SNORKEL features an obturator 
DEPTH GAUGES 
CAMERA CASES 
FLOATING DAGGERS 


Free Cataloa 


U.S. DIVERS CO. 


1045 Broxton Avenue 
W. Los Angeles 24, Calif. 
ARizona 9-8750 ¢ BRadshaw 2-1596 


Jantzen is for skin divers... 


Every undersea explorer knows that 
foros eet desue-le)(oe-veleR-auesel-Meattel <e-tus 
essential to any expedition. Check 
this skin diver wearing ‘“‘Spearfish- 


erman” with the special rope 


belt — a wonderful way to carry 


‘“ 
f . a knife, Res-Q-Pak, game bag, 


and photographic gear. 


Spearfisherman. Tough, 
coral-proof fabric, side-zip, 
built-in jock, rope belt. 
28-40 — $5.95. 


Skin Diver prints. Tiger Shark. Cotton 


Strong, snug trunks 
with elasticized waist 
for free diving with a 


gabardine with side 
zipper, built-in sup- 
porter, square-cut leg, 


elastic at back — six 
colors. 28-36 — $4.95. 


minimum of equipment. 


28-38 — $5.95. 


Welterweight. Rugged, 
good-looking elastic 

webbing around the he 
middle, strong cotton od 
fabric, in club colors, 

28-38 — $4.95, 


\ 


e 


Get yours free—write Jantzen 
Skin Diving Advisory Council, 
| Portland 8, Oregon. : 


Photo by Dick Pope, Cypress Gardens, Winterhaven, Florida. Fins, mask, gun by Voit. 








